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James’s Corner 

Students, 
 
I want to thank the majority of you who remember to keep our 
office in the loop when you make enrollment changes.  That 
information is critical in ensuring the VA pays you appropriately, 
and it reduces the risk of overpayment.  There are still a handful 
of students not doing reporting their changes.  I want to remind 
you that the Student Agreement you signed when you first 
began using your benefit states this as one of your 2 
responsibilities each term (the other being the requirement to 
complete a semester worksheet to utilize your benefit each 
term).   
Looking ahead, finals are around the corner, so stay 
focused!  Also, start considering if you will be taking courses 
during the summer term as it is fast approaching.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

James Tucci 
Veterans School Certifying Official 
 
Please email me at james.tucci@minotstateu.edu  if you 
make any changes to your class schedule — this includes 
adding or dropping classes or completely withdrawing. It is 
very important that I get this information to the VA as soon as 
possible.  
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From the Director 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed Spring Break. Please take your 
time and read through our newsletter to find out more 
about the latest events as well as summer and fall 
registration.  
 
We would like to express our appreciation for our active 
duty, National Guard, Reserve, veteran, spouse, and 
dependent military service members. 
 
The Military Resource Center continues to serve our 
military educational benefited students. Please continue 
to provide suggestions about how we can improve our 
current practices. We appreciate the feedback, as it 
allows us to better serve your needs as you work to 
accomplish your academic goals!  
 

Andy Heitkamp 
Military Resource Center Director 

 

 

March 
 

 4 DoD VolEd ICP training 
4 SAA Veteran Affairs Military Advisory meeting 
4   MSU Education Fair 
5   MSU Career Expo 
5  Safe Communities Meeting 
5  DAV meeting 
5 BIT meeting 
6  MAC meeting 
10 Student Affairs meeting 
10-14 Spring break 

 11  Student Affairs meeting 
 20 Student Affairs meeting 

21 Trauma Informed Care Symposium 
24 Dr. Shaun Tyrance Mental Health presentation 
25  Financial Future workshop 

  27  Economic Stability for Service Members workshop 
  29 Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans day program 
 

 

Activities Attended 

 

Video games relieve stress, 
foster fun and camaraderie for 

Veterans 
 

 
 
https://news.va.gov/116797/video-games-
relieve-stress-foster-fun-
veterans/?utm_source=feature&utm_medium
=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_i
d=20MAR2024 
 

Live Esports tournaments for Veterans 
Warrior GMR Foundation 

 

24/7 Veteran gaming community 
REGIMENT Gaming is a military gaming 
community that focuses on uniting military 
service members and Veterans through the 
power of gaming. REGIMENT has nearly 
20,000 members and has raised over 
$100,000 for Veteran non-profit 
organizations. 

Click here to join the REGIMENT Gaming 
community and sign up for its Discord 
channel. 



 

 



 

 
 

Medora Musical 2025 - VETERAN APPRECIATION July 13th 2025  
Free admission for all current and former military members! 
https://medora.com/medoramusical/ 
 
 

 
 

2025 Feb Minot State University Campus Resource Fair 
 

 
https://bradyoberglegacyfoundation.org/events/ 
We provide combat veterans with outdoor, recreational retreats that allow them to have 
fun while unburdening their hearts and minds as only they can do, together. 
 

Upcoming events and retreats 
  April 5, 2025 - McCollum’s Hunting Preserve (Bejou, MN) - 9:00 a.m. 
  June 17-19, 2025 - Sportsman’s Lodge, Lake of the Woods 
  June 20, 2025 Brady Oberg Legacy Annual Golf Tourament  
   - Forest Hills Golf  Course - 9:00 a.m. 



 

Important Dates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Academic 
 

 

April 
 

1 FAFSA for 2025-26 year available 
 

8     FAFSA priority deadline 
 

11  Last day to drop a 16-week course  
 
18  Good Friday — University closed 
 
21 Easter Break — no classes 
 
15 FAFSA priority deadline 
 

24 Last day to drop second eight-week courses 
 

25-26 Spring Honor Dance and Powwow 
 
 
 
 

 

US Armed Forces Dates 
 

April 
 

1  US Air Force Academy Day 
 
5 Gold Star Spouses Day 
 

14 Air Force Reserve Birthday 
 

15 Purple Up! For Military Kids Day 
 
20 Easter Sunday 
 

21 Patriot’s Day 
 

23 Army Reserve Birthday 
 
30 National Military Brats Day 
 

 

April is… 
 

 Month of Military Child 
 
  

 Distracted Driving Awareness Month 
 
 Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) 
 
 National Public Health Week 7-13 April 
 

  
"GI Bill®" is a registered trademark of the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 
 
 Free Educational and Career Counseling 
  
If you’re eligible for VA education benefits, 
then you’re also eligible for Personalized 
Career Planning and Guidance, a free benefit 
that provides: 

 Career counseling to help you decide 
which civilian or military jobs you want 

 Educational counseling to help you find 
a training program or field of study 

 Academic and adjustment counseling to 
help you address issues or barriers that 
get in the way of your success 

 Resume support and goal planning 

You can use this benefit more than once.   
Visit our website link below to apply! 
(https://www.va.gov/careers-
employment/education-and-career-
counseling/)  



 

Tuesday, April 15 2025 
Purple Up Day at Minot State University   

Purple signifies support for all branches of the U.S. Armed Force through the combination of their colors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAST PHOTO of PURPLE-UP SHOW OF SUPPORT at Minot State University! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

"GI Bill®" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

Understanding Your Award Letter 

What Does My Award Letter Mean? 
  
Not sure how to read your award letter?  Below is a link to the step-by-step guide to 
help you understand each section. 
 
https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/understandingyourawardletter.asp 
 



 

4 April - PROCLAMATION DAY 2025 

 
 
 
 

PRIORITY FINANCIAL AID DEADLINE - FAFSA Priority deadline April 15 
 

The FAFSA Priority deadline for Minot State is April 15. The 2025-2026 FAFSA, Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid is available at studentaid.gov. The FAFSA is a free application that must be 

completed each academic year and is used to determine what federal aid you are eligible to receive. The 
2025-2026 FAFSA is for the Fall 2025, Spring 2026, and Summer 2026 semesters. To complete the 

application, you will need:  
 your StudentAid.gov username and password 

 2023 income tax information 
 current balances of your assets and investments 

 records of child support received 
 your contributor information 
 MSU School Code: 002994 

A contributor refers to anyone (you, your spouse, biological parents or adoptive parents, or your parent’s 
spouse) who is required to provide information on the FAFSA form. A contributor is invited to the student's 

FAFSA by email. You will need the contributor's: 
 first and last name 

 social security number 
 date of birth 

 email address 
To maximize your financial aid eligibility, submit your FAFSA by April 8 to meet the MSU April 15 priority 

deadline. FAFSA’s filed after April 15 will still be accepted, but your eligibility may be limited to the 
Federal Pell Grant and Federal Student Loans. For questions, contact the MSU Financial Aid Office by 

EMAIL ("financialaid@minotstateu.edu" financialaid@minotstateu.edu) or 701-858-3375. They are 
available from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday – Friday, to assist you with any financial aid questions. Their 
office is located on the second floor of the MSU Administrative building and no appointment is needed.  

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 



 

Student Loans, Forgiveness 
US Department of Education site 

https://www2.ed.gov/fund/grants-college.html?src=image 
 

  

  

 
US Armed Forces members and federal student loan benefits 
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/military-student-loan-benefits.pdf 



 

 



 

The North Dakota National Guard Child & Youth Program supports the social, emotional, and academic 
needs of military children and youth through events, resources, and training. 

 

 
 

Camp sign up is open.  
North Dakota National Guard's Military Fish camp is June 8-12 for ages 8-15. If you have a 16-17 year old 

interested in helping as a Jr. Squad Leader, please reach out! 
 
 
 



 

April 7 to 13 
National Public Health Week 2025  

The theme for NPHW 2025 is “It Starts Here,” and it aims to bring together public health workers, 
students, organizations, and leaders for a weeklong celebration of public health. 

 
 

 

 



 

   
Minot State University  

recognized by  
Minot Area Chamber EDC  

for  
OUTSTANDING SUPPORT of 

MAFB!  
 

 
  

 
 

Lt. to Rt., President Steven Shirley, Col Jesse Lamarand Col Jimmy Schlabach, Govener Kelly Armstrong  
 

 
Lt. to Rt.,  

Col Jesse Lamarand, Andy Heitkamp, President Steven Shirley, Brigitte Mikula, Col Jimmy Schlabach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WELCOME HOME!! 

 
Vietnam Veterans Day 2025 March at Minot Auditorium 

 
 

Program 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 


