
Military Resource Center 
 

Greetings, 

 

I hope students are looking forward to Spring 

Break March 4-8. Before your time off, I invite 

you to look through our newsletter. You will find 

information about upcoming tax reporting, the 

MSU Food Pantry, other area events, and 

information from our school certifying official 

James Tucci. 

 

The Military Resource Center continues to 

serve our military educational benefited 

students. Please continue to provide 

suggestions about how we can improve our 

current practices. We appreciate the feedback, 

as it allows us to better serve your needs as you 

work to accomplish your academic goals!  

 

Andy Heitkamp 

Veteran Services Director 

 

Unless you try to do something beyond what 

you have already mastered, you will never 

grow. Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Volume 11 – Issue 3, March 2024 

OFFICE HOURS 
8 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. 
 
Military Resource Center 
Minot State University 
500 University Ave W 
Minot, ND 58707 
701-858-4003 / 1-800-777-0750 

 
 
 

 
  

Activities Attended 

From the Director 
Activities Attended 
Belcourt Vietnam Vet Welcome 
Chili Bowl VIII 
James’s Corner 
Important Dates 
Enrollment Verification info 
National Guard Blood Drive 
Mil Tax info 
Prairie Warrior Auction 
On the Water dates 
VFW Mississippi Pot Roast dinner 
VA Benefit Payments update 
MSU Food Pantry 
Minot Vietnam Veteran Day 
Medora Musical Veterans appreciation  
Burleigh County Sheriffs 
Minot Legion SAVE training 
VA Safety Plan App 
 
 

 

 

 
  
 

February 
 

1 Junior Achievement John Hoeven 
1  Minot Area Chamber Military Affairs 
6  Campus Wellness & Recovery Peer Support group 
7 Safe Communities meeting 
7  Behavior Intervention Team meeting 
8  Advancing the Science on Peer Support and  
    Suicide Prevention workshop day 1 
9 Enhancing Tutoring with AI 
12  Advancing the Science on Peer Support and  
    Suicide Prevention workshop day 21 
13  Academic Advising Center meeting 
13  ND Suicide Coalition Hope Café webinar 
14 Staff Senate Death by Chocolate event 
15  Junior Achievement John Hoeven 
15 Military One Source webinar 
20 US ARMY SSG Salazar meeting 
21 VA Career Readiness training 
21 Behavior Intervention Team meeting 
22 VA Office Hours training 
22 VA Educating Civilian Providers workshop 
22 Fraud Awareness Seminar 
23 Veterans Breakfast 
24  MSU Preview Days resource fair 
26  Student Affairs meeting 
27  Power BI security review 
29 Student Affairs meeting 
 
 
 

 

From  

the 

Director 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

SERVING MEANS SAVINGS 

https://www.homedepot.com/c/military  
Active military, veterans and their spouses enjoy a discount at our stores and online 
Get Started 

• • Apply online & start saving 
• • 10% off eligible purchases everyday 

• See our Frequently Asked Questions about the Military Discount here 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MinotStateVeterans
https://www.homedepot.com/c/military
https://www.homedepot.com/military/discount
https://www.homedepot.com/c/military#DiscountFAQs


 

Important Dates 

Be seen. Be heard. Belong. 

 

James’s Corner 

Students, 
 
I wanted to explain why we ask you all to submit your 
semester worksheet as soon as you are done 
enrolling in your courses.  This term there have been 
way too many students that have completed their 
worksheets after the 100% refund date set by 
MSU.  When this happens, it means you will be held 
financially liable for taking courses that I cannot 
certify.  The VA requires me to audit every enrollment 
and to ensure the classes you are taking are 
necessary for your degree, so when I find a class or 
two that aren't required, you are able to drop/ swap 
them out for another course without penalty if you 
get us the semester worksheets on time!  When we 
get these late submissions, we run into problems 
where the student becomes liable financially for 
taking classes they aren't required to take since the 
VA won't pay for them.  We put these 
rules/suggestions into place for your benefit, we do 
not want to create any surprise debts for you with the 
VA and, in fact, try to maximize the payment awarded 
to you by your benefit! 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

 

James Tucci 

Veterans School Certifying Official 

Academic 
 

March 
 

4-8 Spring Break  
 
8  Fall semester graduation application due  
   to Registrar’s office   
 
11  Classes begin for 2nd 8 wks  
 
14  Last day to add second 8-week classes 
 

14  Last day to withdraw second 8-week classes 
   and receive 100% refund 
 
26-28  Fall registration begins 
 
29 Easter Break University Closed 
 
April 1 Easter Break No Classes 
 
 

March is… 
 

 Traumatic Brain Injury Awareness Month 
 

 Women’s History Month 
 

  

US Armed Forces Dates 
 

March 
 

3 Navy Reserves birthday 
 

4 National Hug a G.I. Day 
 

5 Seabee birthday 
 

13 K9 Veterans Day 
 

15 American Legion birthday 
 
17  St. Patrick’s Day 
 
21 Rosie The Riveter Day 
 
25 National Medal of Honor Day 
 
29 Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day 
 
31 Easter Sunday 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

For questions regarding your financial aid (federal grants/loans)  
at Minot State University call Minot State Financial Aid 

 (701)858-3375  
https://www.minotstateu.edu/finaid/ 

Title IV School Code: 002994 

http://survey.minotstateu.edu/classclimate/public/online/index/index?online_php=&p=8unsp9Qx&ONLINEID=287574757839592947586091559351439551416497
https://www.minotstateu.edu/finaid/


 

 



 

  

 
 
 



 

 

How VA education benefit payments affect your taxes 

https://www.va.gov/resources/how-va-education-benefit-payments-affect-your-taxes/ 

Do I have to pay taxes on the VA education benefit payments I receive? 

No. Payments from all GI Bill programs are tax-free. This is true for you, your dependents, and 

your survivors.  

Tax-free education benefits include: 

▪ Tuition 

▪ Training fees 

▪ Test fees for licenses and certifications 

▪ Money to pay for a tutor 

▪ Work study 

▪ Books 

▪ Housing 

Please don’t include education benefit payments as income when you file your taxes.  

 
 

“Payments you receive for education, training, or subsistence under any law 
administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) are tax-free. 
  
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/tax-resource-center/miltax-military-
tax-services/  

https://www.va.gov/resources/how-va-education-benefit-payments-affect-your-taxes/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/tax-resource-center/miltax-military-tax-services/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/tax-resource-center/miltax-military-tax-services/


 

 



 

Veterans – Let's GO fishin!!! 
On the water 2024 dates 

 
https://www.facebook.com/p/On-the-Water-Inc-100067785296574/  

 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/p/On-the-Water-Inc-100067785296574/


 

 



 

 
Multiple VA benefits payments update 
 
Starting April 20, 2024, the VA will no longer send a veteran’s or family members’ benefit payments to 
more than one bank account. This will require all veterans and beneficiaries who receive GI bill 
payments and other benefit payments across multiple banking accounts to select one account by April 
20, 2024. For example, if a veteran receives GI Bill payments to one of their bank accounts and disability 
compensation payments to another, they will need to consolidate and select one account for all 
payments by April 20, 2024.  
  
This shift is happening as a part of the VA’s efforts to modernize the 50-year-old, antiquated GI bill 
payment system. Once fully deployed, the platform will improve claims processing and customer service 
by providing direct, online, one-stop access to GI Bill benefits and information. This shift will impact 
nearly 50,000 of 800,000 total GI Bill beneficiaries. The VA will be aggressively reaching out to these 
students through text message, phone, and email on a weekly basis through April 20. They will continue 
to receive text messages and emails until they have updated their information on VA.gov. VA is also 
working with schools, Veterans Service Organizations, and other relevant parties to make sure that 
Veterans meet the deadline.  
  
The easiest way for beneficiaries to make this change is to log on to Change Your VA Direct Deposit 
Information | Veterans Affairs. When they get to the pay information, there will be a box for the bank 
account information of their education benefit and a box for the bank account information for the other 
benefits they receive. The beneficiary should then update the bank account information to use the same 
account for all benefits.    

 
Importantly, no veteran will miss a benefits payment of any type. For any students who do not 
consolidate their bank accounts for benefits by April 20, VA will consolidate them on their behalf, 
electing their non-education benefit pay account as their primary bank account.  
 
If you have any questions about this change, please contact your Regional Quality Assurance Specialist. 
https://www.va.gov/opal/nac/sdc/qa.asp  
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming events and retreats 

 
https://bradyoberglegacyfoundation.org/events/ 

We provide combat veterans with outdoor, recreational retreats that allow them to have fun 
while unburdening their hearts and minds as only they can do, together. 

http://va.gov/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/qNRsC1wnqRsMqGgOfGpT8Y/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/qNRsC1wnqRsMqGgOfGpT8Y/
https://www.va.gov/opal/nac/sdc/qa.asp
https://bradyoberglegacyfoundation.org/events/


 

 



 

 

Medora Musical 2024 
 

VETERAN APPRECIATION July 14  
https://medora.com/medoramusical/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://medora.com/medoramusical/


 

 
 

 
  



 

   

 

Check out the new Safety Plan app!   
  

       
Safety Plan helps Veterans create a personalized step-by-step action plan to keep themselves safe 
during a crisis. It is highly customizable and provides access to coping tools, self-assessment measures, 
and crisis support resources like the Veterans Crisis Line. Download the app today by using the QR code 
above, or by visiting the App Store or Google Play.   
  
Note: Safety Plan is a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs app, developed by the National Center for 
PTSD Dissemination and Training Division and the Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention.  
 
 
 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/safety-plan/id1663044514
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.va.mobilehealth.ncptsd.safetyplan

