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The Military Resource Center continues to serve our military
educational benefited students both face to face and remotely. We
really appreciate it when you can provide suggestions to improve
current practices. Your suggestions have resulted in improvements in
policies and guidelines allowing us to better serve your needs as you
work to accomplish your academic goals!
In this newsletter, you will learn about spring registration, the POWER
Center, VR&E changes, how the VA Debt Management Center has
resumed sending debt notification letters, and important VA
enrollment verification information.
Andy Heitkamp
Military Resource Center Director
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Activities Attended

Rob’s Section

October

Ann’s Corner

The Military Resource Center and POWER Center
are committed to your academic, personal, social,
and career success. The POWER Center offers
opportunities and services designed to optimize
individual growth with campus engagement,
community involvement, and enriched cultural
experiences. Through advocacy, mentoring,
exploration, and inspiration, each student is
empowered to become a responsible, life-long
learner. As the POWER academic coach at the
Military Resource Center, I can help you achieve
your goals.
The Academic Support Center, which houses the
POWER Center, is in the lower level of the Gordon
B. Olson Library. The POWER Center and its
services and programing are provided free of
charge to individuals that qualify.
Rob McRae
POWER Academic Coach
Military Resource Center

6

Safe Communities

6

Community Block Party

7

NDUS Office 365 Training

7

MAC – Military Affairs Committee

8

Academic Hall of Fame Banquet

8

Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet

14

Inter-Agency Committee

19

MCMC 2.0 meeting

19

University Cabinet

19

VA SCO Office Hours

21

Student Affairs Staff meeting

21

North Central Veterans Stand Down

25

Student Affairs meeting

26

Host NDSU staff for VBR training

26

ArmyIgnitED webinar

26

ND Behavioral Health conference

27

Host NDSU staff for VBR training

27

ND Behavioral Health conference

Important Dates
Academic
November
11

Veteran’s Day, University closed

12

Last day to drop 16-week course

23

Last day to drop second 8-week classes

24

Thanksgiving vacation, no classes

25

Thanksgiving Day, University closed

26

Thanksgiving vacation, no classes

US Armed Forces Dates
November
2

Election Day

1-5

National Veterans Small Business Week

10

Marine Corps Day

11

Veteran’s Day

25

Thanksgiving Day

November is…
National Veterans & Military Family Month
Warrior Care Month
National Family Caregivers Month

Hello, everyone! I hope your semester is going
well. If you have made any changes to your
schedule, please contact the office at 701-8584003 or email me at
ann.bougard@MinotStateU.edu.
Spring registration has started for current
students. Remember to register for your classes
and complete the semester worksheet. The link is
available HERE.
Contact our office at 701-858-4003 or 701-8584002 with any questions pertaining to the
worksheet. If you have any questions regarding
your benefit, I encourage you to contact the VA at
1-888-442-4551 or to submit your question to
https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/.
Ann Haider-Bougard
Veterans School Certifying Official

VR&E Changes
What does this mean for you?
If you are pursuing an educational or training
program, you will receive an increase in your
subsistence allowance rate. Since the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) pays subsistence
allowance for training that has been completed in
the previous month, the first payment at these
rates will be reflected in the Nov. 1, 2021
subsistence allowance payment/disbursement.

Click here for more information on Veterans
Readiness & Employment changes.

Do I need to do anything?
No, your VR&E subsistence allowance will
automatically adjust with the new COLA rate
within VA’s electronic subsistence allowance
system effective Oct. 1, 2021.
If eligible, the new Post 9/11 subsistence allowance
rates will be available later this year.

VA Debt Collection Information
VA's Debt Management Center resumed sending
debt notification letters on Oct.1, 2021. If you owe
money to VA for an overpayment related to VBA
benefits, here is what you need to know:
VA automatically deferred collection on VBA
benefit debts created on or after April 6, 2020
through Sept. 30, 2021 to provide relief from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Benefit debts created prior to
April 6, 2020 had collection deferred upon
request. VA also paused all collection activity on
debts under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department
of the Treasury until Sept. 30, 2021.
Most VBA benefit debts are collected by the VA
Debt Management Center (DMC). This includes
debts for benefits like compensation, pension, and
education. If VBA created a debt for you while
collection was deferred, you likely received
informational letters from DMC letting you know
your debt existed but you didn’t need to act until
after Sept. 30 unless you chose to do so.

Click here for more information on resumption of
debt collection.

VA’s New Monthly Verification of Enrollment Policy
Starting Friday, Dec. 17, 2021, all students using
Chapter 33 (Post 9/11) GI Bill Educational
Benefits, who receive Monthly Housing Allowance
(MHA) and/or kicker payments will be required
monthly to verify their enrollment status monthly
to continue receiving their payments.

Via Education Call Center:
Contact the Education Call Center (ECC) at 1-888GIBILL-1 (1-888-442-4551) and ask the
representative to verify enrollment on your behalf.

WHAT IS ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION?

NOTE: Wait times may be high due to the number
of students verifying each month.

This is different from Minot State University’s
enrollment certification process before the
beginning of each semester.

If you opt-out of text verification and later change
your mind, or need to change your mobile number,
call the ECC at 1-888GIBILL-1 (1-888-442-4551).

The new monthly enrollment verification is a
Veteran Affairs requirement for Post 9/11 GI Bill
students to certify that they have remained
enrolled in the same courses Minot State
University has previously certified for you for the
term.

FAILURE TO VERIFY ENROLLMENT:

HOW DO I VERIFY ENROLLMENT?
Via Text Message (easiest and fastest method):
To opt-in, contact the Education Call Center (ECC)
at 1-888-GIBILL-1 (1-888-442-4551) to ensure the
VA has your mobile phone number
After opting-in, you can verify your enrollment by
responding to a text message from the VA.
NOTE: the VA will never ask for your personal
information, for example, social security number
or bank account number via text.

If you fail to verify your information for two
consecutive months, your monthly payments will
be placed on hold. You will then have to take
additional steps to verify your enrollment and
have the payments released.

Veterans Day discounts and meals at restaurants
Bob Evans – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military receive a special menu of seven (7) homestyle favorites for
FREE at local restaurants. Dine-in only. Visit the Bob Evans website for more details.
The Chop House – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active military receive a 50% discount off any entrée with a valid military ID on
November 11. Dine-in only. Please call ahead to your local Chop House if you have any
questions about your Veterans Day Discount, or visit the Chop House website for additional
details.
Cotton Patch Café – November 11, 2021
All Veterans and active military members are being offered a Chicken Fried Steak or Chicken
Fried Chicken FREE on November 11. Please call ahead to your local Cotton Patch Café if you
have any questions about your Veterans Day Discount.
IHOP – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military are being offered FREE red, white and blue pancakes on
November 11.
Lucille’s BBQ – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military receive a FREE Lucille’s Original Pulled Pork Sandwich and
one side item on November 11. Must show proof of service. During the month of November,
dine at any Lucille’s location to round up your bill to the nearest dollar where your generous
donations will support Operation Homefront’s Holiday Meals for Military.
McCormick & Schmicks – November 7, 2021
Veterans, Gold Star parents and Gold Star spouses can enjoy a half-priced entrée from a special
menu on Sunday, November 7, 2021, at McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood Restaurants. Please
contact your nearest location for details.
Red Robin – November 1-November 14, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military who are Red Robin Royalty members are being offered a free
Tavern Double Burger and Bottomless Steak Fries anytime between Nov. 1-14 for dine-in or togo. Visit the Red Robin website for details.
Yard House – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military get a complimentary appetizer on November 11. Please visit
the Yard House website or contact your nearest location for details.
California Pizza Kitchen – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active military get a complimentary entrée and beverage when they dine in and
show proof of service on November 11. In addition, all veterans who dine with California Pizza
Kitchen will receive a BOGO, redeemable from November 12 through 20.

Chili’s – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty service members get a free meal from a select menu on November 11.
Available for in-restaurant only.
Denny’s – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active military personnel get a free Build Your Own Grand Slam on November 11,
from 5 am to noon. Dine-in only.
Golden Corral – November 11, 2021
Golden Corral is hosting their Military Appreciation Night on November 11 from 5 pm to close.
This includes a free “thank you” meal when dining in.
Mission BBQ – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military get a free sandwich on November 11.
Shoney’s – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty service members get a free All You Care To Eat, Freshly Prepared
Breakfast Bar on November 11 until 11 am. Dine-in only.
Texas Roadhouse – November 11, 2021
Texas Roadhouse will hand out dinner vouchers at the stores’ parking lots on November 11,
from 11 am to 2 pm. Veterans and active-duty military can redeem their dinner vouchers when
the restaurant opens for dinner, through May 30, 2022.
Logan’s Roadhouse – November 11, 2021
Logan’s Roadhouse will be offering all Veterans a free American Roadhouse Meal From 3 pm to
6 pm on Thursday November 11.
BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse – November 11, 2021
BJ’s is serving those who have served their country by once again teaming up with Dr Pepper®,
offering a complimentary meal from a select menu and a Dr Pepper® beverage to all current
military personnel and Veterans with proof of service.
Red Lobster – November 11, 2021
Free Appetizer or Dessert for Veterans Day: In honor of Veterans Day, and to thank veterans,
active duty military, and reservists for their service, Red Lobster is offering a free appetizer or
dessert on Thursday, November 11.
Olive Garden – November 11, 2021
Free entrée from a special menu for each Veteran and current member of the military. Simply
show proof of military service. Dine-in only. All entrées include freshly baked garlic breadsticks,
and your choice of homemade soup or famous house salad.
Veterans Canteen Service – November 10, 2021
Veterans Canteen Service locations are honoring Veterans with a free coffee or fountain
beverage.

Veterans Day Discounts on Haircuts
Great Clips – November 11, 2021
Veterans and active-duty military can visit a U.S. Great Clips salon on November 11 to receive
either a free haircut that day or a free haircut card to use at a later date. Visit the Great Clips
website for details.
Sports Clips – November 11, 2021
Some locations will be offering free haircuts to Veterans and active-duty service members on
November 11. Visit the Sports Clips website for details and participating locations.
Smart Style Hair Salons – Every Day
Veterans and active-duty military are being offered a 10% discount off any services and
professional products. Please show proof of service to receive this discount at participating
salons. Walk-ins welcome. No double discounts. Discount may vary per location. Visit the
SmartStyle website for details.

Veterans Day Discounts in Retail & Services
B & B’s for Vets – November 10-11, 2021
B&Bs for Vets are offering one free room night on November 10 and 11. Preference will be
given to “first timer” Veterans and active-duty personnel; those who have not participated in the
program in the past will be given preference. Offer is valid in all 50 U.S. states. Visit the B&Bs
for Vets website for additional details and locations.
Bed Bath & Beyond – November 11, 2021
For active-duty U.S. military, Vets and Spouses, Bed Bath and Beyond is offering 25% off any
in-store purchase on November 11, 2021. Call or visit your nearest location for details.
Brown Bear Car Wash – November 11, 2021
Free Beary Clean car wash for all current or former members of the military on Veterans Day,
from 8:00am-8:00pm local time, at participating locations. Please contact your nearest location
for details.
Hyvee (Midwest) – November 11, 2021
Free curbside breakfast for Veterans and active-duty military members. Many stores will also
offer planned programs, displays, entertainment or other activities in addition to breakfast. Please
contact your nearest location for details.
Rack Room Shoes – November 11, 2021
20% off all purchases for Veterans and military on Veterans Day, 10% off purchases year round.
Visit the Rack Room Shoes website for details.

Veterans Day Discounts in Retail & Services
Target – November 11, 2021
Target is offering all U.S. active-duty military personnel, Veterans and their families a 10%
discount off the guest’s full basket. To receive the offer, guests must first demonstrate eligibility
by registering at www.target.com/circle/military. After eligibility has been verified, an exclusive,
one-time use 10% Target Circle offer will be available for the guest to use in-store or online.
TOPS Market – November 11, 2021
All Veterans and active-duty military personnel may receive an 11% off discount on any total
order on Veterans Day.
Walgreens – November 11-14, 2021
Military, Veterans, and their families receive 20% off eligible, regular-price purchases when
using myWalgreens membership.

Veterans Day Discounts on Activities
AmericanForcesTravel.com – Every day
Exclusively serves Active Duty, Reserve, Veterans, and DoD civilians with discounted airfare,
hotels, car rentals, cruises, and event tickets.
National Parks – November 11, 2021
All National Park Service sites that charge an entrance fee will offer free admission on Veterans
Day.

