
Military Resource Center 
 

From the Director 
 
July — how are we already halfway through summer? 
 
Fall semester begins Aug. 24, 2021. Now is great time to make sure your 
schedule is correct. When making any changes, remember to contact us.  
 
There have been a lot of changes at the Military Resource Center this 
summer. For starters, our office is now located in Model Hall Room 208. 
 
Also, a thank you to Paul Stroklund for his assistance with the campus’s 
Veteran students during his time in the POWER Center at Minot State 
University. We want to wish him the best in his next position: full-time 
retirement! 
 
With change comes new opportunities to learn and discover unfamiliar 
items and look at current activities from a different perspective. 
 
We look forward to continuing to serve our military educational-benefited 
students with some new remote options, continued implementation of 
lessons learned, and best practices shared this past year to improve 
current practices.  
 
Your suggestions have resulted in updated policies —check out the military 
GERTA info in this issue — and guidelines, allowing us to better serve your 
needs as we work together to accomplish your academic goals. 
 
Keep those ideas and suggestions coming! 
 

Andy Heitkamp 
Military Resource Center Director 
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June 
 

2 New Directions Veteran Suicide workshop 
 
2 Marketing director presentation 
 
3 Marketing director presentation 
 
3 Minot Area Military Affairs committee 
 
7 Presence software workshop 
 
8  Presence virtual conference 
 
9  Presence virtual conference 
 
9  Office move to Model Hall Room 208 
 
14  DAV Flag Day event at Ryan GMC 
 
16 University Cabinet 
 
17  Student Affairs staff meeting 
 
21  Student Affairs meeting 
 
22  Maxient software training  
 
23 VA ELR SCO training, TEAMS 
 
24  VA Public Law, Isakson and Roe workshop 
 
24  PTSD Awareness Walk, Oak Park 
 
25  Campus PTSD event — self-screen and walk 
 
28  MAFB CMSgt Wieser visit 
 
29  The Village – Emotional Intelligence discussion 
 
29 Student Affairs book reading discussion 
 
30  Co-curricular assessment meeting 
 

 
 

Activities Attended 

Ann’s Corner 

I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful 
summer weather!  
 
The summer term is almost over. Please 
contact our office if you are changing your 
class schedule, withdrawing from school, 
dropping a class, etc. If you are attending the 
Fall 2021 term, please complete the semester 
worksheet. The sooner, the better.  
 
Contact our office with any questions. Our 
summer hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Our new office 
location is Model Hall Room 208.   
 
Stay safe this summer! 
 

Ann Haider-Bougard 
Veterans School Certifying Official 

New VA portal for VA debt 
management  

With the new portal, veterans can… 

 Log in to view balances and DMC letters 

 FAQ’s 

 Email notifications to Veterans 
 More enhancements to come 

Click here to log in to the new debt portal. 
 



 Important Dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Academic 
 

July 
 

4 Independence Day, University closed 
 

21 Last day of summer classes 
 

28-29 Final exams 
 

August 
 
 

24 First full day of fall classes 
 

26 Last day to add first 8-week classes 
 
 Last day to withdraw from first 8-week classes at 

100% refund 
 

 

 

September 
 

1 Last day to add 16-week classes 
 
Last day to withdraw from 16-weeks at 100% 
refund 

 

 

US Armed Forces Dates 
 

July 
 

4 Independence Day 
 

27 Korean War Veteran Armistice Day (1953) 
 

29 Anniversary of the Army Chaplain Corps 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
  

Stroklund’s Section  
As this is my last newsletter, I want to thank everyone 
for the well wishes. I look forward to reading and 
hearing about all the individuals that take advantage 
of the tremendous resources available to Minot State 
University’s military educational-benefited students.  
 
The Military Resource Center and POWER Center 
remain committed to your academic, personal, social, 
and career success. The POWER Center offers 
opportunities and services designed to optimize 
individual growth with campus engagement, 
community involvement, and enriched cultural 
experiences. Through advocacy, mentoring, 
exploration, and inspiration, each student is 
empowered to become a responsible, life-long 
learner.  
 
The Academic Support Center, which houses 
POWER, is in the lower level of the Gordon B. Olson 
Library. The POWER Center and its services and 
programing are provided free of charge to individuals 
that qualify.  
 

Paul Stroklund 
Academic Coach, POWER Center 

 

Scan the QR code above to complete a short nine 
question application to see if you are eligible to 
become a member of POWER.  
 
 

Independence Day facts  

Independence Day, also known as the Fourth of 
July or July 4, is a federal holiday in the United 
States commemorating the Declaration of 
Independence of the United States, adopted on July 
4, 1776. The Continental Congress declared that 
the 13 American colonies were no longer subject and 
subordinate to the monarch of Britain, King George 
III, and were now united, free, and independent 
states. The Congress had voted to declare 
independence two days earlier, on July 2, but it was 
not declared until July 4. 

 

Independence Day is commonly associated 
with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, 
picnics, concerts, baseball games, family 
reunions, political speeches, and ceremonies, in 
addition to various other public and private events 
celebrating the history, government, and traditions of 
the United States. Independence Day is the national 
day of the United States. 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 
  

Options for Veterans with pre-existing debts (created 
before April 6, 2020) who are experiencing financial 
hardship due to COVID-19: 

 Pause benefit offset or payments due until 
October 1, 2021. 
 

 Extend repayment plan terms. 

 

COVID-19 VA debt relief update  

 COVID-19 relief for students with debts 
created after April 6, 2020 has been extended 
until September 30, 2021. 
 

 Institutions (schools) continue to receive the 
normal series of debt letters. 
 

 No referral to credit reporting agencies or the 
Credit Alert Interactive Voice Response 
System (CAIVRS). CAIVRS alerts lenders of 
VA debt and impacts federal home loan 
underwriting. 
 

 All collection action on VA debts under the 
jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury is suspended until Sept. 30, 2021 

DoD sites are now offering COVID-19 vaccinations to all TRICARE 
beneficiaries  

You are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine at a 
Department of Defense (DoD) vaccination site even if 
you do not receive routine care at a military clinic or 
hospital. For information on how to get the COVID-19 
vaccine at a DoD vaccination site near you, click 
here. Receiving the vaccine is completely voluntary.  

You can also receive the vaccine through other 
organizations that offer the COVID-19 vaccine such 
as hospitals, state/local vaccination drives, retail 
pharmacies, or your medical provider. Please reach 
out to them for more information. 

After you receive the COVID-19 vaccine, be sure 
share your vaccination card with your primary care 
physician so they can update your medical 
records. DoD does not receive immunization data 
from the Veterans Administration or from the states 
for any vaccines you may have received.  

Remember: 

 Johnson & Johnson's (J&J) Janssen vaccine  
   requires just one dose. 

 The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine requires two 
doses give 21 days apart.  

 The Moderna vaccine requires two doses 
given 28 days apart.  

 

Don't forget to schedule your second dose if you 
received the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccine, per 
CDC guidelines, to ensure you get the full protection 
benefit of the vaccine. 

You are considered fully vaccinated two weeks after: 

 Your single-dose of the J&J Janssen vaccine. 

 Your second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 

The Military Health System is committed to protecting 
your health and fighting the COVID-19 virus. 

For more COVID-19 vaccine information, check out 
these resources: 
     - Vaccines.gov 
     - CDC COVID-19 Federal Retail Pharmacy Program 
     - State and Territory Health Department Websites      
     - TRICARE COVID-19 Vaccine Information  

 



 

   
  

Care for women Veterans 

New reporting requirements for Chapter 33 benefit recipients 

Verification of enrollment to receive Post-9/11 
Educational Assistance benefits creates a dual 
certification for the receipt of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits.  
 
The school will certify the student’s enrollment after the 
add-drop date. Then, each month thereafter, the 
student is required to electronically verify with VA their 
continued enrollment in that school. If a student fails to 
certify for two consecutive months, VA will with hold 
monthly housing allowance payments until the student 
certifies. Verification goes into effect Aug. 1, 2021. 
 
 

Students will be able to verify their enrollment status 
in one of two ways: 

 Text messaging — students who choose 
VA’s opt-in feature will receive a text 
message each month prompting them to 
verify their enrollment status. 
 

 Telephone – student may call the Education 
Call Center (ECC) at (888) 442-4551 to 
verify their enrollment status. 

 
More information will be sent to recipients directly 
from the VA.  
 

Research shows that people often do better in 
treatment with others that are more like them. As a 
result, mental health services just for women are 
offered in many VA’s across the country.  
 
Every VA medical center in the country has a Women 
Veterans Program Manager. This person is your 
advocate. She can help you get to VA services and 
programs, state and federal benefits, and resources 
in the area where you live.  
 
If you need help: 

 Call your local VA and speak to the Women 
Veterans Program Manager. 
 

 Learn more about the VA Women Veterans 
Health Care program. 
 

 Find helpful information on the VA Center for 
Women Veterans website. 

 

If you have questions about your VA care, you should 
first go to your Women Veterans Program Manager. 
During normal business hours, you can also contact: 

 The Department of Veterans Affairs Center 
for Women Veterans at (202) 273-6193. 
 

 The Veterans Health Administration Women 
Veterans Health Strategic Health Care Group 
at (202) 461-1070. 

 
For additional information, please visit  HERE.  
 



 

 


