
In this issue:
   

Vol. 107, Issue 7
Feb. 2, 2023

 
Simonson Station 

 6 column x 1.5 inch
 Front page bottom

Robyn Fenty back on stage
Divine Daminabo
Staff Writer

   International music 
and business mogul 
Robyn Rihanna Fenty 
is a one-woman brand 
that has spent over two 
decades making a name 
for herself.  
   She was born in Saint 
Michaels, Barbados 
on Feb. 20, 1988. At 
the age of 15, Rihan-
na performed for the 
American record pro-
ducer Evan Rogers and 
impressed him so much 
that she was invited to 
his hometown in the 
United States from Bar-
bados to record some 
demo tapes. She did on 
school holidays as she 
was still a student at the 
time.   

   Rihanna’s fame grew 
and so did her con-
nections. Her release 
of “Pon de Replay” in 
May 2005 gained her 
recognition as it charted 
successfully worldwide, 
including being number 
two on the U.S. Bill-
board Hot 100. 
   Rihanna continued to 
rise to the top with con-
secutive hits and albums 
until 2016, when she 
released her last album, 
“Anti,” and left the mu-
sical spotlight to focus 
on other endeavors and 
branch out.  
   One of her first 
debuts into the fashion 
world was in 2011, 
when she teamed up 
with Emporia Armani 

Underwear and Armani 
jeans to “create a capsule 
collection of t-shirts, 
biker jackets, denim, 
and lingerie,” which she 
fronted the 2011 fall ad 
campaigns for the two 
lines. 
   In 2014, Puma signed 
the singer as the wom-
en’s creative director. 
She also served as the 
star of the campaign, 
brand ambassador for 
the organization, and 
designed four ready-to-
wear collections during 
her time.  
   Rihanna continued 
to collaborate, create, 
and pioneer looks with 
Stance Socks, Manolo 
Blahnik, Dior Sun-
glasses, and then in the 

Fall of 2017, LVMH 
signed Fenty to create 
a makeup line which 
became Fenty Beauty. 
Right away, 40 founda-
tion shades of the Pro 
Filt’r Soft Matte Lon-

gwear Foundation were 
launched and about a 
year later, the business-
woman added 10 more 
shades and debuted a 
complementary conceal-
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Balenciaga and Gucci scandal
Mellie Wilson
Staff Writer

   The well-known 
luxury brand Balenciaga 
dropped a controversial 
campaign that caused 
them to receive a lot 
of backlash from the 
public. 
   The campaign includ-
ed children holding 
teddy bears in leather 
bondage costumes with 
harnesses around their 
necks while condoning 
child abuse exploitation. 
   Additionally, many 

of the campaign photos 
had hidden details and 
messages in the back-
ground, including the 
title of a supreme court 
case which contained 
illegalization of child 
pornography. More 
symbols included the 
work of an artist by the 
name of Michaël Bor-
remans, who made lots 
of art with children that 
symbolizes violence.  
   Balenciaga apologized 
for the inappropriate 

campaign and deleted 
their Instagram posts 
containing pictures of 
the children and hidden 
messages, but former 
fans of the brand claim 
to have thrown out their 
Balenciaga goods.  
   However, after a short 
period of time, Gucci 
launched a campaign 
featuring Harry Styles 
wearing a teddy bear 
shirt and him holding 
a mattress which also 
caused backlash against 

the brand, but not as 
much as Balenciaga’s 
controversial campaign.  
   Fashionistas are uncer-
tain if Gucci’s campaign 
is just a coincidence 
after Balenciaga’s ads. 
   Afterall, both brands 
are owned by an even 
larger corporation called 
Kering which only 
created more suspicion 
regarding the late 2022 
campaigns.

Photo via Gucci
A recent Gucci campaign features Harry Styles wearing a teddy bear shirt and holding a mattress, 
causing backlash against the brand.

Photo via Balenciaga
A Balenciaga campaign featuring children causes 
backlash from the public, prompting an apology 
from the luxury brand.

Above photo via Gucci
Below photo via Balenciaga

Luxury brands Gucci and Balenciaga, both owned 
by parent company Kering, have made waves 
with controversial marketing campaigns.
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Social credit in China
Mellie Wilson
Staff Writer

   The social credit 
system, recognized 
in China, was said to 
reduce the number of 
crimes throughout the 
country.  
   However, the issue for 
some is that it is a mon-
itored system that keeps 
track of citizens’ behav-
ior in society. In regards, 
many might question 
what price citizens have 

to pay?  
   Many experts say that 
Chinese citizens must 
pay with their privacy 
for the government to 
keep track of people, yet 
others pay more atten-
tion to the benefits of 
the social credit system, 
like financial privileges.  
   The social credit sys-
tem is working its way 
into countries outside of 
China, such as the U.S., 
and with America’s 

usage of social media, 
citizens expose private 
information online 
which only helps the 
social credit system get 
put into work. 
   This system may 
raise ethical concerns 
for some and many in 
younger generations 
believe that it is fair to 
monitor people because 
of the rise of technology.  
   Aside from concerns, 
the social credit system 

offers citizens numerous 
advantages based on 
their score. Citizens that 
have a high score enjoy 
privileges that impact 
their everyday life for 
the better, known as 
being on the red list. 
Some privileges include 
tax breaks, free facilities, 
and even being a pri-
ority for hospitals and 
school admissions. 
   To attain these priv-
ileges, people must do 

things like praise the 
Chinese government 
on social media, have a 
good financial history, 
and donate to a good 
cause.  
   Interestingly enough, 
achieving a high score 
does not necessarily 
have to be through large 
deeds. Buying a book 
instead of a video game 
can increase scores, 
as well as focusing on 
schoolwork. 

   The social credit sys-
tem can benefit regular 
Chinese citizens by 
easing financial situa-
tions, which according 
to studies it is not too 
challenging to achieve.
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First time seeing snow

‘Vessel’ 10 anniversary
Kylie Koontz
Editor

   Anyone who knows 
me knows that I am a 
die hard Twenty One 
Pilots fan. I’ve seen 
them perform live 
twice and listened to 
every album all the way 
through probably 100 
times over again. 
   On Jan. 5, Twenty 
One Pilots celebrated 
the 10-year anniversa-
ry of their second full 
album “Vessel.” 
   “Vessel” is a person-
al favorite of mine. 
Though I don’t believe I 
can ever choose a favor-
ite album overall, a lot 
of my top songs come 
from “Vessel.” 
   If you listen to Twenty 
One Pilots, you know 
that they basically creat-
ed their own genre.
   They’re an interest-
ing mix of indie-pop, 
alternative-pop, alter-
native-rock, and more. 
They are 311 meets 
Beck in one album and 
straight vocals and uku-
lele in another. 
   They always manage 
to keep their unique 
sound while still bring-
ing something new to 
the table every album. 
   “Vessel” is no dif-
ferent. Twenty One 

Pilots keeps to the now 
old-fashioned way of 
storytelling through an 
album. Each songs leads 
into another, creating 
mini stories inside a 
larger one. 
   “Vessel” is a story of 
finding oneself. The 
internal battle of mental 
health, self hatred, anx-
iety, fear, and more. It 
is a beautiful journey of 
the mind, ending with 
“Trees.” 
   “Trees” is a slow-
er-paced song that picks 
up at the very end with 
a drum solo, ending the 
album with an uplifted 

tone and leaving the 
listener with almost  a 
sense of relief, a small 
happiness.
   As a Twenty One 
Pilots fan, I can’t believe 
that it has already been 
10 years since “Vessel” 
was first released. 
   Throughout the last 
10 years, the impact 
of “Vessel” on other 
albums is still relevant. 
   With connecting sto-
ries through every song, 
“Vessel”’s message has 
not once been lost in 
that last 10 years.

Saif Khan
Staff Writer

   Most international 
students at Minot State 
University have not seen 
snow before in their 
lives.  
   At MSU, we have 
students from over 55 
different countries and 
nearly all 50 states. 
Most of the states in the 
south do not receive as 
much snow as we do 
here in Minot. 
   Compared to rain, 
seeing snow for the first 
time is a very memora-
ble moment for most 
people because of its 
sheer beauty and ex-
citement that it causes 
among people.  
   An international stu-

dent from India named 
Kaif shared his view on 
seeing snow for the first 
time here in Minot. He 
described it as being 
very comforting and 
quiet.  
   “It made me sleep 
better,” he said.  
   Another student from 
Arizona, who has never 
seen snow in his life, 
said that he wanted to 
make snowballs and go 
skiing, also mentioning 
how calm and peaceful 
it is.  
   One study found a 
couple of inches of snow 
can absorb as much as 
60% of sound. Snow 
can act as a commercial 
sound-absorbing foam 
when it’s in that fluffy, 

Photo via Pinterest 
“Vessel” celebrates 10th anniversary.

freshly fallen state, 
which is why people 
seem to love it.   
   After asking multiple 
international and U.S. 
citizens about their view 
on snowfall, most of the 
students love it more 
than rain. 
   When asked if they 
had slipped and fall-
en at least once, most 
students answered yes, 
some students even 
falling more than once 
a day.  
   It gets very slippery 
out there around this 
time and it is important 
to watch your step and 
wear appropriate foot-
wear to prevent being 
embarrassed.

Photo by Katy Allers
The iconic Old Main on Minot State’s campus.
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Efraín Amaya: Composer, 
performer, conductor, teacher
Madelen Wick
COMM 281

   Efraín Amaya is a 
62-year-old jack-of-all-
trades musician who has 
proven that if you want 
to do it all, you can. 
   Throughout the past 
few decades, his days 
have been filled with 
music, whether he 
composes, conducts, 
teaches, or performs. 
With roughly 100 
compositions, he has 
no limit when it comes 
to the different types 
of musical works he 
creates. From his small-
er works of chamber 
music, to his elaborate 
operas, Amaya produces 
masterpieces that are 
performed across the 
world.  
   But a life of music was 
not always his dream. 
He never imagined he 
would move from his 
home country, Venezu-
ela, to pursue music in 
the United States. Ama-
ya was born in Caracas, 
Venezuela to Columbi-
an parents.  
   “By the time I was 

being born, they were 
getting divorced. So 
I grew up with two 
households that I would 
go between, especially if 
I was misbehaving, then 
they would send me to 
my dad’s place,” he said 
grinning. 
   The Minot State 
associate professor of 
composition and theory 
and music director for 
the Minot Sympho-
ny Orchestra enjoyed 
spending time with his 
father, and it was with 
him that Amaya expe-
rienced his first musical 
inspiration.  
   “There was only one 
major orchestra in Ca-
racas, now there’s many, 
but when I was growing 
up there was only one: 
The National Sympho-
ny Orchestra,” he said. 
“They had concerts 
Sunday mornings at 
11 every week, and my 
father would take me. 
At the time, I didn’t care 
much about it, but he 
did like classical music, 
he listened to it a lot.”  
   It was not until years 

later, in high school, 
that Amaya would begin 
his own musical jour-
ney.  
   “I started doing the-
ater when I was in high 
school, “ he said. “And 
in the theater, there was 
a band that was always 
in the plays. The pianist 
of the group, he was the 
one who first started 
teaching me how to 
play chords and all these 
things. So piano was my 
first instrument.” 
   Shortly after learning 
piano, Amaya began 
composing. His com-
positions started with 
improvising to create 
musical ideas that he 
would write down and 
expand upon in the 
future. He then started 
taking piano lessons 
from a private instructor 
to further develop his 
skills.  
   “I started taking les-
sons from a pianist who 
was American, she was 
a great pianist,” he said, 
beaming with gratitude 
in his smile. “Well, 
a colleague of hers, a 

classmate actually, was 
teaching at Indiana 
State University and 
she told me to go study 
with him, so I did!” 
   And so, Amaya began 
his studies in America 
and earned two bache-
lor of music degrees in 
composition and piano 
from Indiana University 
and a master’s degree in 
orchestral conducting 
from Rice University. 
He then found musical 
opportunity in Vene-
zuela and was able to 
return, but “home” was 
not how he remem-
bered.  
   “Something happens 
when, you know, you 
live somewhere else oth-
er than your home. You 
all of a sudden — well, 
it’s like you don’t belong 
anywhere, in a way,” he 
said.  
   After four years, Ama-
ya moved back to the 
United States where he 
has lived since.  
   “I guess this is my 
country now, but still I 
sound funny so peo-
ple look at me weird. 

‘Where are you from?,’” 
he said this in a mock-
ing tone, and his poor 
imitation of an Ameri-
can accent made us both 
laugh. 
   I wondered which 
aspect of his career 
he enjoyed most, as it 
seems he is constantly 
pursuing a new project.  
   “Teaching is fun, but 
it depends on who or 
what you are teaching. 
It depends on the stu-
dents basically — how 
engaged they are, stuff 
like that,” he said. “I 
do love composing and 

I like conducting, but 
I am very sensitive to 
the energy of the group, 
more than I would like. 
So that does affect me 
when I am conduct-
ing, the people affect 
me, their energy. That’s 
the only thing I would 
say I don’t like about 
conducting. I’ve gotten 
better as years go by.” 
   Amaya expressed that 
he has struggled with 
being involved in so 
many activities, but he 
would not change his 
decisions.  

See AMAYA, page 12

Photo by Madelen Wick
Efrain Amaya, Minot State professor.
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Seeking local artists to bring color to Downtown Minot
Madelen Wick
Staff Writer

   Calling all creatives 
and artists! Visit Minot 
invites local artists of 
all ages and styles of 
creativity to participate 
in bringing color to our 
downtown community. 
Five local artists will 
be chosen to transform 
an alley in Downtown 
Minot through their art. 
Each artist will receive 
$1,000 of grant fund-
ing to complete their 
project. 
   Visit Minot has 
teamed up with Spring-
board, Rethos, and the 
Minot Area Council 
of the Arts to present 
Minot Artists on Main 
Street. The program 
seeks to find artists 
who can use their own 
unique style to contrib-
ute to the enrichment of 
Downtown Minot. 
   The funding for the 
grant was provided by 
the North Dakota De-
partment of Commerce 
in conjunction with 
Springboard for the Arts 
and Rethos. The pilot 
project for Artists on 
Main Street began in 
Bowman and has now 
expanded to four other 
North Dakota commu-

nities. 
   This was made possi-
ble in our community 
through Visit Minot’s 
digital marketing direc-
tor, Eden Jackson-Jones. 
Jackson-Jones says she 
applied for this grant 
so Minot can continue 
bolstering the arts for 
both locals and visitors 
alike.  
   “The arts are some-
thing that stand out 
when you travel and 
they leave an impression 
on you. The opportu-

nity for local artists to 
be featured is a high 
priority for myself and 
Visit Minot,” she said. 
“I’ve always said art 
is important in every 
aspect. Whether it’s 
the pattern of the seat 
cushion you’re sitting 
on, the design of the 
pen you use, or the 
music you hear on the 
radio on your way to 
work or school. Life 
without it would be 
very dull.” 
   The art scene in Mi-

not is an integral part of 
our community, and it 
is opportunities like this 
that keep local artists 
around and allow them 
to follow their passions. 
The art sought for the 
alley in Downtown 
Minot is not limited to 

Photos via visitminot.org
Will your artistic talents help transform Downtown Minot?

Photos by Katy Allers
Amber Allers stands in front of a mural in Down-
town Minot.

just murals and paint. 
All creative styles are 
welcome!  
   Whether your special-
ty is ceramics, fiber art, 
art bombing, sculptures, 
statues, or something 
totally obscure, your 
innovative ideas are 

needed to bring life to 
this dull alley. 
   The five selected 
artists will experience 
creative community 
development training, 
one-on-one technical as-

See MINOT, page 12
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Human trafficking on the rise
Mellie Wilson
Staff Writer

   The human trafficking 
market is the second 
largest business after the 
drug market with 20.9 
million people being 
trafficked worldwide.  
   With predators 
improving their tac-
tics to kidnap mostly 
women and children, it 
is becoming harder for 
one to protect oneself or 
one’s child from danger. 
This is especially true 
when the trafficker is a 
family member.  
   According to 2020 na-
tional human trafficking 
data, the number of vic-
tims that were recruited 
by family members 
into the human trade 
increased from 21% to 
31% after 2020.  
   Because 70% of 
victims are females and 
27% of the market are 
children, including 2/3 
child victims being girls, 

how can trafficking be 
prevented?  
   The CDC states that 
a few ways to prevent 
trafficking are not 
oversharing information 
with strangers, keeping 
locations private, and 
studying the signs of 
trafficking in order to 
get help when needed. 
   Many traffickers prey 
on people who are 
children, have visible 
disabilities, or any other 
factor that makes a 
potential victim seem 
vulnerable. Therefore, 
it is best to make online 
safety a priority for 
children and not leave 
children or people with 
special needs unattend-
ed in public spaces as 
that can put them into 
many dangerous situa-
tions in which they are 
vulnerable.  
   Most importantly, 
trust your gut! If you 
feel uncomfortable 

about hanging with a 
certain group of peo-
ple or have an uneasy 
feeling about going to 
a party, it is best to just 
stay at home and maybe 
go another time.

Photo via Carolina News and Reporter
Human trafficking rally.

Photo via UN News
Human trafficking rally sign

Follow the 
Red and Green on

Instagram and 
Facebook.  

@msuredgreen
and

@
MinotStateRedGreen

HIRING
for

Careers or Cash

Contact:
Pam Karpenko

pam.karpenko • @jettmgmt.com

701.420.0118

Need Cash $$$
We can work with your 

school schedule.
NO EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY! 
GREAT PAY!



Red & GreenPage 8 - Feb. 2, 2023 Sports
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Editorial

*This editorial may not reflect the 
views of Minot State University.

Changes coming to D-II football 

MSU baseball announces players to watch

Photo via MSU baseball’s Twitter
Dominick Parkhurst and Matt Malone named NSIC Players to Watch for MSU baseball. 

Phillip Green
Sports Editor

To open the 2023 
semester, athletic di-
rectors, university pres-
idents, compliance 
officers, and faculty ath-
letic representatives took 
a trip down to San Anto-
nio, Texas for the annual 
NCAA convention. The 
convention is a big week 
for all levels of college 
athletics, from Division 
I to Division III. It was 
especially important at 
the Division II level. 

At this year’s conven-
tion, the DII Presidents 
Council approved an 
$8,000 budget, named 
the Division II Stu-
dent-Athlete Advisory 
Committee’s Chair, gave 
Minnesota State Univer-
sity-Moorhead the DII 
Award of Excellence, 
and lastly, adopted new 
legislation for college 
football at the Division 
II level. 

The most impactful to 
Minot State is the $8,000 
budget, allocated to all 
Division II schools from 
the Presidents Council, 
which Minot State’s very 

own President Steven 
Shirley sits on, as well 
as the new football leg-
islation that impacts all 
DII football programs. 
At the convention, two 
football-sponsored leg-
islations were approved 
and will go into effect on 
Aug. 1 of this year. 

The first of the two leg-
islative changes will have 
a big impact on next 
fall’s incoming fresh-
men class. Following in 
DI football’s footsteps, 
this change allows fresh-
men to play in a limited 
number of games with-
out losing their redshirt. 
Freshmen can now play 
in three games and still 
retain their redshirt. 

The NCAA believes 
this proposal will help 
maintain student-ath-
lete retention for players 
who are not fully ready 
to compete at the college 
level right away, as well 
as keep the freshman ful-
ly engaged throughout 
the season. 

This is a great oppor-
tunity for young players 
to get some limited ex-
perience and help them 

grow as a player with-
out hurting their red-
shirt. College football 
seasons are long with 
limited games and play-
ers who redshirt often 
lose engagement since 
they are only practicing. 
This should help keep 
young players engaged 
throughout the duration 
of the season. 

The second legislation 
that was approved now 
allows football programs 
to schedule offseason 
scrimmages against oth-
er universities. 

In the past, football 
programs were only al-
lotted a limited num-
ber of practices and one 
spring game: an inter-
squad scrimmage during 
the offseason. Prior to 
this legislation, football 
was the only college 
sport that wasn’t allowed 
to scrimmage against an-
other university in the 
offseason. The new leg-
islation will have long-
term positive impact on 
college football at the 
Division II level.

Gage Yost
COMM 281

The Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Confer-
ence (NSIC) has a tradi-
tion of choosing both a 
pitcher and catcher from 
each competing team as 
the players to watch for 
the upcoming baseball 
season. 

Sixth-year senior 
Dominick Parkhurst was 
selected as the pitcher 
to watch for the MSU 
squad. Parkhurst ended 
the 2022 season with 
very impressive num-
bers. He had a 2.67 
earned run average and 
recorded five wins over 
the 57.1 innings he 
pitched. Being a core 
starter for the team, it is 
no surprise that he was 
voted as pitcher to watch 

for the 2023 season. 
“It feels nice to finally 

be recognized in my six 
years of collegiate base-
ball. I’ve put in a lot of 
work to get to this point, 
and I am excited to see 
where this season takes 
us,” Parkhurst said.

Senior Matthew 
Malone was selected as 
the player to watch for 
MSU. Malone was the 
starting catcher for over 
half of the 51 games 
played in 2022. He bat-
ted for a .294 average 
and ended the season 
with 52 hits. Malone’s 
best attribute for the 
team is his ability to hit 
with runners on base, 
recording an astounding 
30 RBIs last season.  

“It’s awesome, it’s a 
good feeling. I’m hyped 

for Dom, too; he had a 
good year. I’m excited 
to get on the road with 
the boys and get started 
on our winning season,” 
Malone said.

With these standout 
players being chosen, 
head coach Sam Boisner 
gives us the inside scoop 
on how the players are 
voted in. 

“They put all players 
stats on a sheet and have 
us vote on each team’s 
roster who should be 
player to watch,” Boisner 
stated. “Not all votes are 
based off statistics. I base 
mine off the character of 
the players, too. I also 
like to look for upper-
classmen. If you’ve been 
a part of the program for 

See WATCH, page 11
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New track & field head coach Men’s basketball recap

The weekend of Jan. 
20 was action packed 
with men’s and women’s 
basketball playing and 
men’s wrestling on the 
mat. 

The Minot State men’s 
basketball team fell to 
the Winona State War-
riors with a score of 67-
58 in NSIC action at 
home. The Beavers had 
a strong performance 
from their bench with 
26 points, led by Jax-
on Gunville who scored 

13 points and Khari 
Broadway who added 
11 points. 

The team also had a 
productive game from 
three-point land, hitting 
10 shots on 28 attempts, 
with Gunville hitting 
four of those shots. The 
Minot State defense also 
did well, coming away 
with six blocks, led by 
Connor Hollenbeck 
with two rejections. 

Despite their efforts, 
the team was out-com-
peted according to 
Coach Matt Murken 

who stated that he need-
ed to be better in many 
areas. 

In the first half, the 
Beavers were able to 
close the gap and take a 
lead heading into half-
time by relying on their 
three-point shooting, 
but in the second half, 
Winona State outscored 
them and secured the 
win with the final score 
of 67-58. MSU team 
did a great job fighting 
till the end despite some 
challenges! 

Men’s wrestling recap

Juan Gutierrez
COMM 281

A new head coach for 
the track & field team 
was hired this past sum-
mer here at Minot State 
University. 

Greggmar Swift, who 
was a former Olympian 
for his native country 
in Barbados, has been 
awarded this position 
and title based on his ex-
perience and expertise in 
the sport. Swift holds the 
national Barbados school 
record with an indoor 
time of 7.65 seconds in 
the 60-meter hurdles. 
He has also compet-
ed in big events in the 
110-meter hurdles, such 
as the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, 2013 World 
Championship in Mos-
cow and Russia, and the 
Pan American Games in 
2015 and 2019, placing 
fourth both times.

“Track was not the first 
option for me,” he said. 
“I love soccer and tried 
to pursue that. It just 
got to the point where 
coaches had their favor-
ites and only so many 
people could travel. I 
felt like I was overlooked 
and was too good for the 
bench, so I took my tal-
ent elsewhere.”

Little did he know 
what journey this would 
take him on because of 
that decision. 

After his years of com-
peting, Swift started 
teaching at Merritt Col-

lege which is located in 
Oakland, California. As 
he was teaching, a coach-
ing opportunity opened 
up for track and with his 
background, he felt like 
he could step in and turn 
the program around.

“If you know anything 
about Oakland, Cali-
fornia, there are a lot of 
minorities and individ-
uals there that do not 
care about school. They 
just care about providing 
for their families, espe-
cially with the Latinx 
community,” Swift said. 
“They are a first gener-
ation there for a reason 
and when I had the op-
portunity to help those 
individuals, I grabbed it 
with both hands.”

The interesting thing 
about Swift that stands 
out compared to other 
coaches is that he was all 
in for his athletes. Not 
just on an athletic level, 
but as an academic level 
as well and bettering the 
future.

“Being able to help 
those student-athletes 
get their associate degree 
and building them up 
to get an athletic schol-
arship, to make school 
cost a bit cheaper for 
them, is an avenue that 
they might not have had 
or thought of before,” 
he said. “I did not care 
about performances, I 
cared about building 
Oakland.”

After turning the pro-

gram around, he felt 
like he did his part not 
only at his job, but for 
the community. This led 
Swift on a new journey, 
which soon landed him 
the head coaching posi-
tion here at Minot State 
University for track & 
field.

“Coaching reignit-
ed the fuel in my belly 
about going a step fur-
ther for athletes. I have 
done everything I could 
at Merritt College and 
it was time to take my 
expertise elsewhere,” he 
said. “I got tons of offers 
to coach at NCAA Di-
vision I schools but as I 
looked at myself, there 
was something speaking 
to me about little North 
Dakota.”

Instead of taking big-
ger roles at high-end 
schools in California, 
Swift wants to help out 
student-athletes who 
might not have the same 
experiences or luxury 
that all these big name 
schools around the 
world have.

Saif Khan
Staff Writer

Women’s basketball recap
Saif Khan
Staff Writer

The Minot State wom-
en’s basketball team 
overcame a deficit in the 
third quarter to defeat 
the Winona State War-
riors 66-58 at home on 
Friday, Jan. 20 in NSIC 
action. 

The Minot State of-
fense was productive in 
terms of second-chance 
opportunities thanks 
to the efforts of Brian-
na Smestad, who pulled 
down three offensive re-

bounds to lead the team 
and racked up 12 total 
rebounds and 17 sec-
ond-chance points. 

The Minot State de-
fense also played a key 
role in the game, forcing 
17 Winona State turn-
overs while committing 
eight. These takeaways 
turned into 12 points 
on the offensive end of 
the floor, with Kennedy 
Harris leading the way 
individually with her 
three steals. 

Winona State kept 

widening its lead in the 
fourth, constructing a 
51-46 advantage before 
Minot State went on a 
14-0 run to seize a 60-
51 lead with 1:09 to go 
in the contest. The War-
riors narrowed the mar-
gin somewhat before the 
game was over, but the 
Beavers still cruised the 
rest of the way for the 
66-58 win. 

Great job to our MSU 
women’s basketball 
team!

Saif Khan
Staff Writer

On Jan. 22, the men’s 
wrestling team was com-
peting against the Uni-
versity of Mary Maraud-
ers. 

The Minot State wres-

tling team fell to in-state 
rival and 14th-ranked 
University of Mary with 
a score of 41-4 in the 
NSIC dual match held 
at MSU Dome. De-
spite putting up a strong 
fight, the Beavers were 

outmatched by the Ma-
rauders. 

The only win for the 
Beavers came from se-
nior Oscar Nellis who 
won in a dominating 

See WRESTLE, page 11
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Kicking off softball 
season, new head coach 
Bailey Gaspar leads the 
team into the spring 
season with last year’s 
28-20 overall record. 

Players to watch in-
clude senior catcher 
Courtney “Chatty” 
Chatburn, junior in-
fielder Brooklyn Mor-

MSU softball prepares for 2023
rison, and freshman 
pitcher Calley Olson. 

The NSIC preseason 
softball coaches vote 
have the Beavers finish-
ing in the middle of the 
NSIC standings. 

Specifically, votes 
show that the Beavers 
were chosen to finish 
ninth in preseason poll, 
collecting 90 points. In 
the last spring season, 

Minot State finished in 
11th place in the NSIC 
standings. 

The Minot State sea-
son opener starts at 9 
a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
4 in the air support-
ed dome against de-
fending regular-season 
and NSIC tournament 
champion Augustana 
University, which col-
lected 10 first place 

votes and was voted fa-
vorite to repeat as NSIC 
champions for the third 
year in a row with 217 
points. 

Minnesota State Uni-
versity-Mankato was 
picked second, having 
three first place votes 
alongside 208 points 
for their season.

Photo from MSU football’s Twitter 
The search is over. Minot State has found its new leader of the football program. Ian Shields will take over immediately and comes from University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
where he served as an offensive analyst. 

Lola Onsurez
Staff Writer

Photo from MSU track & field’s Twitter 
MSU Track & Field in full effect under new head coach 
Greggmar Swift. 
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Baseball season begins Feb. 8

five-six years, I feel like 
you’ve earned the right 
to be recognized for your 
time.”

Parkhurst will be start-
ing for the Beavers go-
ing into his sixth season 
and his third season as a 
starter. Malone looks to 
remain as the Beavers 
starting catcher for the 
upcoming season. With 
these outstanding play-
ers, the Beavers look to 
be in a good spot for this 
spring.

...WATCH
continued from page 8

12-4 major decision 
over Chase Milligan at 
125-pounds. 

The match featured 
several close contests, in-
cluding a battle between 
James Davis and Reece 
Barnhardt from Uni-
versity of Mary at 133 
pounds, where Barn-
hardt won a 9-7 deci-
sion. A thrilling match 
at heavyweight between 
Luke Tweeton and Jake 
Swirple was won by 
Tweeton in double over-
time with a 3-2 decision. 
The Beavers’ Brendan 
Barnes put up a strong 

...WRESTLE
continued from page 9

Alex Koontz
Social Media Director

   As winter sports are 
coming to a close, spring 
sports are kicking into 
high gear as their season 
is just beginning. 
   Minot State Universi-
ty baseball has already 
been spoken highly of 
this spring. On Jan. 18, 
MSU baseball was picked 
fourth in the NSIC 
coaches preseason poll. 
   Finishing last year in 
fourth in the regular 
season and tying for 
fourth in the conference 
tournament, the Beavers 
are a title contender this 
spring. 
   That being said, the 
Beavers are a team to 

prepare for, with over 10 
returning upperclass-
men, including NSIC 
players to watch: catcher 
Matt Malone and pitcher 
Dominick Parkhurst. 
   Your Minot State 
Beavers open the season 
on the road on Feb. 7 
in Oklahoma at Rogers 
State. Come March, the 
Beavers will finally be 
back at Corbet Field to 
take on Minnesota State 
University Mankato for a 
double header on March 
25 and 26.

effort at 165 pounds but 
lost a 7-4 decision. 

The Beavers looked to 
bounce back from this 
loss with another home 
match against number 
10-ranked Upper Iowa 
on Friday, Jan 27 but 
their plans were spoiled 
in last-second wins by 
Iowa.
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er in 50 shades.  
   Rihanna used this 
as an opportunity to 
create more options and 
variety for people of 
color and make it more 
inclusive for all shades 
of complexion. 
   Rihanna went on to 
debut SavagexFenty, her 
lingerie collection.  
   “The concept really is 
just about exploring and 
celebrating women and 
all different shapes and 
bodies and designing 
things that met that,” 
Rihanna said backstage 
after the show according 
to Women Wear Daily.  
   According to Forbes, 
in August 2021, Rihan-
na’s net worth was $1.7 
billion, making her the 
wealthiest female musi-
cian on the planet.  
   During these periods 
of entrepreneurship, 
Rihanna did not release 
as many songs as usual; 
however, there were 
some songs released 
with other artists such 
as the 2017 jam “Lem-
on” by N.E.R.D and the 
2020 song “BELIEVE 
IT” with PARTYNEX-
TDOOR. None of 
them were for an album 
of hers; nevertheless, she 
was making headway in 

the business world so 
her influence was not 
lost.  
   According to Sev-
enteen, in late 2020, 
rumors sparked that she 
was dating the “Fashion 
Killer” singer/rapper 
ASAP Rocky, whom she 
was also in the music 
video with in 2013. The 
rumors weren’t con-
firmed until 2021, when 
ASAP Rocky “declared 
his love for Rih” during 
a 2021 interview with 
GQ. After that, the 
couple strengthened 
their media presence, 
constantly serving looks 
for the cameras and the 
Rihanna Navy fanbase 
was all here for it. 
   At the beginning 
of 2022, the couple 
happily announced their 
expectancy for their first 
child together and in 
the spring, they got to 
welcome their beauti-
ful baby boy into this 
world. 
   In November 2022, 
the second movie of the 
“Black Panther” Marvel 
franchise came out and 
the song “Lift Me Up” 
performed by Rihanna 
was on the soundtrack. 
It instantly gained 
worldwide recognition, 
with various individuals 
on TikTok and other 

social media reacting to 
the song and expressing 
how much they missed 
the singer. This was 
a strong factor in the 
popularity of the movie 
which is currently gross-
ing at $451.8 million in 
Box Office. 
   According to Style 
Caster, it was an-
nounced on Sept. 22, 
2022, that the “Dia-
monds” singer will be 
performing at the Super 
Bowl LVII halftime 
show on Feb. 12, 2023, 
which will be in Arizo-
na’s State Farm Stadium.  
   “Rihanna is a genera-
tional talent, a woman 
of humble beginnings 
who has surpassed 
expectations at every 
turn,” Roc Nation 
founder Jay-Z said in 
a statement. “A person 
born on the small island 
of Barbados who be-
came one of the most 
prominent artists ever. 
Self-made in business 
and entertainment.” 
   It’s been a beautiful 
journey, watching Ri-
hanna grow as a person 
in various aspects, such 
as music, business, and 
now, motherhood. The 
anticipation for her Su-
per Bowl performance 
is prevalent and we’re 
all here to appreciate 

...FENTY
continued from page 1

   “In a way, I could 
have made it bigger if I 
had just stuck with one 
thing, but that wouldn’t 
be me,” he explained. 
“Back then, I could say, 
‘Well, you should just 
stick with this’, but I 
never wanted to just 
do one thing. It sort of 
hinders me professional-
ly to do so many things 
and be spread thin, but 
I don’t know if I would 
change it.” 
   Amaya said he has 
had many doubts 
throughout his career, 
and never pictured his 
career would lead him 
to North Dakota. 
   Nevertheless, he 
explained that each 
time he questioned his 
path, he would always 
come back to the fact 
that music is just what 
he enjoyed most. Music 
has connected him to 
the friends and family 
he has today and has 
allowed him to explore 
the world. 
   His achievements and 
hard work are inspira-
tional and show that 
no matter what you go 

...AMAYA
continued from page 5

her journey and influ-
ence for several years to 
come. 

sistance from placemak-
ing experts, and grant 
funding of up to $1,000 
per artist to complete 
the project.  
   A free workshop will 
be held this Saturday, 
Feb. 4 from 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. at the Car-
negie Center in Down-
town Minot to discuss 
the project further. 
   To participate in 
this event, you must 
RSVP for the work-
shop by Friday, Feb. 
3 at 3 p.m. RSVP at 
visitminot.org/art-
ists-on-main-street-reg-
istration. The event is 
free and open to all ages. 
Participants must live 
or work in Minot to be 
eligible.  
   This opportunity is 
perfect for MSU (Mi-
not State University) 
students looking to get 
their work out there and 
gain real-world experi-
ence.  
   Jackson-Jones spoke 
on this opportunity, 
saying, “I would be so 
excited for young and 
upcoming artists to 

get involved. This is an 
opportunity to have art 
seen in a setting other 
than a senior capstone 
gallery. It’s a grander 
scale for a student to dip 
their toes in something 
beyond an academic 
setting.”  
   So what are you 
waiting for? Use your 
unique style and talent 
to make your mark on 
your community.

...MINOT
continued from page 6

through, you can reach 
your dreams - even if 
you do not know exactly 
what those dreams are 
just yet.
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