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 On Aug. 27, Minot State 
lost alumnus, professor, 
and friend Dean Frantsvog, 
who died in his home at 47 
years old after a battle with 
cancer.  

Frantsvog’s life began on 
Nov. 5, 1974. He was born 
and raised in Minot, grad-
uated from Minot High in 
the spring of  1993, and 
enrolled at Minot State 
University later that fall. 
He graduated from Minot 
State in the spring of  1997 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice. He then 
pursued his doctorate at 
Hamline University in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. He grad-
uated with his Juris Doc-
torate in 2000. 

Frantsvog returned to 
Minot and began his law 
career with Olson, Burns, 
and Lee P.C. In 2004, 
Frantsvog achieved a life-
long dream by opening his 

Clayton Hawkins
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law firm. Frantsvog Law 
P.C was up and running, 
focusing on consulting 
businesses and financial 
institutions in the area. 
Frantsvog was also active 
in the community and was 
elected council member of  
the Minot City Council in 
2002. At age 27, he was the 
youngest council member 
at the time. He served the 
community for 15 years 
and was the city council 
president for four years.  

In 2004, Frantsvog be-
gan teaching at MSU and 
was a professor there for 
18 years until 2022, when 
he had to step down due 
to his health. He led all the 
classes specializing in busi-
ness law and was a proudly 
decorated faculty mem-
ber of  MSU. He received 
countless awards, including 
The MSU Golden Award 
for Young Alumni in 
2011, The MSU Board of  
Regents Faculty Achieve-

ment Award in 2012, and 
the MSU Vision Award 
in 2013. In 2018, he won 
the MSU Professor of  the 
Year Award.  

In addition to Frantsvog 
being an outstanding pro-
fessor, he was a massive 
supporter of  Beaver Ath-
letics. He and his wife, 
Sara, along with commu-
nity businesses, donated 
funds to create the Dean 
& Sara Frantsvog Aca-
demic Success Center in 
the MSU Dome. Countless 
student-athletes use these 
study hours to further their 
success in the classroom.  

Frantsvog was also in-
strumental in helping Mi-
not State transition from 
an NAIA school to a Di-
vision II school. He ad-
vised the university and 
the athletics department 
throughout the process. 
He also served as Minot 
State’s first Faculty Athlet-
ic Representative and held 

that role from 2010 until 
this year. Frantsvog also 
secured grants to renovate 
Herb Parker Stadium and 
several other Minot State 
facilities. His contributions 
to Beaver athletics led him 
to be selected into the Bea-
ver Athletics Hall of  Fame 
earlier this year in the Hon-
orary Award category. 

His funeral was held in 

the MSU Dome on Sept. 
2 and was attended by 
family, friends, and MSU 
faculty, staff, and students. 
Frantsvog’s life was cele-
brated not for all his ac-
complishments but for the 
man he was to his family, 
close friends, and the com-
munity. And that is the way 
he would have wanted to 
be remembered.  

Photo via minotstateu.edu
Dean Frantsvog, a longtime Minot State professor.
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What’s happening
Thursday, Sept. 22  
NOTSTOCK, all day, sched-
ule at minotstateu.edu/aca-
demic/NOTSTOCK.shtml 
or social media 

“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 23 
NOTSTOCK, all day, sched-
ule at minotstateu.edu/aca-
demic/NOTSTOCK.shtml 
or social media 

“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Nur-D Concert, Minot State 
Amphitheater, 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 24 
NOTSTOCK, all day, sched-
ule at minotstateu.edu/aca-
demic/NOTSTOCK.shtml 
or social media 

“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 1-5 
p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 1-5 
p.m. 

Minot Beginning Communi-
ty Band Intermediate Level, 
Old Main Room 121, 1-3 
p.m. 

Minot Symphony Orchestra, 
Ann Nicole Nelson Hall, 7 p.m.

NOTSTOCK Closing 
Reception, Northwest Arts 
Center, 7-9 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 26 
Yoga, Wellness Center, 12 p.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 27 
“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Business Office Training 
Session, Hoffman Auditori-
um, 2-4 p.m. 

Get Ready for Success 
Workshop: Winning the 
Procrastination Battle, 
Academic Support Center, 
2:30-3 p.m. 

Student Workshop: What 
Matters Most, Old Main 
Room 106A, 3-4 p.m. 

Wednesday, Sept. 28 
Last day to drop a first 
8-week class 

“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Yoga, Wellness Center, 12 
p.m. 

Student Workshop: Leading 
Meetings, Old Main Room 
102, 3-4 p.m. 

Starting Your Business, 
Slaaten Room, 5:30-8 p.m. 

Club Cup, Wellness Center, 
7 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 29 
“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Get Ready for Success 
Workshop: Whose Words 
Are You Using? Steps to 
Avoid Plagiarism, Academic 
Support Center, 1-1:30 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 30 
Last day to withdraw from
all classes and receive a 75% 
refund for 16-week classes 

“Becoming American,” 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

“NOTSTOCK” exhibition, 
Northwest Arts Center, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Art Seminar: Sarah Justice, 
Memorial Hall Room 114, 
12-1 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 1 
FAFSA Application Opens 

Minot Beginning Communi-
ty Band Intermediate Level, 
Old Main Room 121, 1-3 
p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 3 
Yoga, Wellness Center, 12 p.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 4 
POWER: FAFSA-N-FOOD, 
Academic Support Center, 
12:30-1:30 p.m.

Loan forgiveness
Hussein Abu-Lamzi
Features Editor

     According to the 
White House fact sheet, 
the Biden-Harris debt 
relief  plan aims to re-
suscitate the American 
middle class.  
     The cost of  at-
tending college tripled 
since the 1980s, even 
when accounting for 
inflation. However, Pell 
Grants today manage 
only covering a third 
of  four-year public and 
private schools’ tuition. 
Therefore, students 
walk out of  university 
with bachelor’s degrees 
that cannot sustain their 
collective debt. On 
the larger scale, young 
Americans entering the 
workforce are failing 
to save for retirement, 
home purchases, and 
emergencies.  
     These economic 
stressors prevent college 
graduates from climbing 
up the socioeconomic 
ladder. Many students 
who cannot afford 
college either quit or 
graduate with crushing 
debt. Add to this the 
economic crises brought 
on by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and you get 
millions of  Americans 
defaulting on their loans 
and failing to keep up 
their monthly payments 
to their student loan 
servicers. 

     This $1.6 trillion cri-
sis — and growing — is 
what the administration’s 
debt relief  plan hopes to 
solve.    
     Most borrowers 
should qualify for relief  
automatically, but there 
will be an application for 
those who do not. The 
Department of  Edu-
cation has information 
on as many as 8 million 
borrowers, all of  them 
with income lower than 
the pre-requisite cut off  
point. Households mak-
ing less than $125,000 
($250,000 for married 
couples) qualify for re-
lief. For those who make 
under that amount and 
do not qualify automati-
cally, the application will 
come out no later than 
Dec. 31.
     For student borrow-
ers who were eligible for 
the Pell Grant, as much 
as $20,000 in debt may 
be forgiven. Otherwise, 
the cap is $10,000. To 
keep up with develop-
ments on this topic, 
interested borrowers 
should subscribe to the 
Department of  Educa-
tion newsletter. 
     Moreover, the 
Biden-Harris adminis-
tration contributed to 
the debt relief  effort 
through adjusting pay-
ment plan policies. The 
administration extended 

paused interest on fed-
eral student loans until 
Dec. 31. Following re-
sumption of  payments, 
the debt relief  plan aims 
to decrease income-driv-
en payments percentages 
from 10% to 5% of  
monthly income.  
     Also, through rais-
ing non-discretionary 
income, the plan aims 
to protect more of  the 
borrower’s income from 
loan servicers. On top 
of  that, the Biden-Har-
ris administration wants 
the plan to cover unpaid 
monthly interest for 
borrowers who make 
monthly payments. 
Those monthly pay-
ments may include $0 
payments for low-in-
come individuals.  
     Lastly, with many 
of  the middle-class 
population relying on 
the Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness program to 
decrease their total debt 
amounts, the administra-
tion will take action to 
make the program more 
inclusive to different 
varieties of  government 
workers.     
     Given all these ac-
tions, ideally, the admin-
istration’s big picture 
goal is to help borrowers 
recover from the eco-
nomic crisis and help 
graduating students in 
gaining upward mobility. 
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Three months is enough 
time to miss your friends 
and life in college. Luckily, 
MSU Life always has the 
best ways to welcome 
us back from a blissful 
summer with Welcome 
Week, and the highlight of 
the week was Flannel Fest 
on Sept. 8. 

There were numerous 
events at the festival for 
different areas of interest 
for the students. There 
were three food trucks 
present, one of which was 
a Mexican food truck with 
a wide variety of options. 

Opinion
Hartnett Hall renovation MSU campus enjoys 

Flannel Fest festivities
The $25 million 

renovation of  Hartnett 
Hall at Minot State 
University has begun.    
Throughout the last three 
months, faculty and staff  
have worked hard to clear 
out the building so that 
construction can begin, 
and it has caused those 
who usually call Hartnett 
Hall home to be misplaced 
elsewhere on campus. 

“They plan to have us 
here for at least a year 
and a half, maybe two 
full years,” said Neil 
Roberts, professional 
communication associate 
professor.

Swain Hall and Old 

Jane Wunderlich
Staff Writer

Main are now the two 
most utilized buildings 
for those who take classes 
in the following areas: 
English, foreign languages, 
arts, professional 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
humanities, and 
broadcasting. Not only 
classes, but it also puts 
the KMSU radio station, 
“MSU Inside Out” TV 
set, and the Red & Green 
student newspaper in 
a pickle with having to 
take all their equipment 
somewhere else on campus 
and having to set it all back 
up. On top of  that, classes 
that are normally in these 
two buildings, like health 
sciences, business, and 
administration, must now 
share space with courses 

they aren’t used to sharing 
with. Swain Hall and Old 
Main will be congested for 
a couple of  years.

Instructors have said 
they are happy with how 
smoothly everything 
is going, with moving 
classrooms, computer labs, 
art rooms, and more into 
new buildings. It can be 
confusing and frustrating 
to organize with many 
different departments 
trying to relocate where 
they each best see fit. They 
are all under the same 
understanding that they 
need to make it work, and 
that is what has helped the 
transition.

Although there are 

Divine Daminabo
Staff Writer

The archery house had 
a long line of students 
eager to learn the sport 
and practice in the 
process. The ax-throwing 
kiosk was packed with 
both experienced and 
inexperienced students, 
all getting better at that 
skill with the help of the 
officials. 

The fishing lake was a 
very calm and serene area 
as students conversed with 
each other and laughed as 
they caught and let fish 
go. The Nerf war arena 
was lively when students 
from different majors and 
classes got together to 
battle. Finally, the go-kart 

section was the highlight 
of the day. Many students 
went for the ride and made 
core memories with their 
friends.

Flannel Fest is an annual 
MSU Life event that has 
been going strong for two 
years. It is a wonderful way 
for students to connect with 
new people, learn a sport, 
and have an enjoyable 
time. The beginning of a 
new year can be a lot for 
first-year students as well 
as returning students, but 
festivals like this always 
take the edge off and 
remind you of another 
reason you came to college: 
fun.See Hartnett, page 11
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R&G Editorial
Opinion

*This editorial may not reflect the 
views of Minot State University.

Western Plains Opera 
brings big city culture to 
small town community   Music has always 

had a peculiar effect 
on the human mind. 
Whether it be a certain 
genre or specific song, 
people can relate and 
experience music in 
many different ways. In 
my editorials this year, 
I will be exploring the 
human mind and its re-
lationship with music. 
   I’ve always had a 
strong love for music. 
My parents raised my 
sister and I on music. 
From my dad’s music, 
like Easy E, Cyprus 
Hill, and Vast; to my 
mom’s music, like 
Prince, Bee Gees, and 
Helen Reddy. 
   With such a diverse 
music education from 
my parents, it has 
opened my ears to so 
many different genres 
and the subgenres 
beneath them. I find 
myself connecting to so 
many different musi-
cians and continuously 
learning about music. 
   In my following edi-
torials I will be starting 
with one artist and 
then talking about the 
genre or subgenre they 
fit into. 
   My first artist is 
Hozier. Hozier made 
his radio debut with 

Kylie Koontz
Editor

“Take me to Church,” a 
song almost everyone 
has heard by now. But 
though it is a beautiful 
song, there are many 
others that wonderfully 
describe the unique 
genre that Hozier fits 
into. 
   I personally think 
that Hozier fits into 
the indy/soft indy 
genre. Now before you 
complain and tell me 
all about Tame Im-
pala, The 1975, and 
Artic Monkeys, let me 
explain. Indy and soft 
indy has taken on a 
whole different form. 
   Hozier specifically 
would be a subgenre 
of soft indy. He has 
many different musical 
influences behind his 
songs, most of them 
being folk and even 
blues. Each song has a 
distinct sound and yet 
somehow always seems 
to flow with the rest of 
the album. 
   We don’t see that a lot 
today with mainstream 
artists but having an 
album that has one 
song flow into the next 
is a genius level of mu-
sicianship that Hozier 
continues to bring to 
the table. 
   From album to  al-
bum, we see Hozier 
develop new influenc-

es from other genres 
while still giving us 
that same soft indy feel 
we get from previous 
songs, making him an 
audiences dream. 
   Die hard fans will 
always be able to say 
that Hozier stayed true 
to his craft, unlike most 
mainstream artists, 
and listeners can also 
appreciate his artistic 
developments in each 
new album.

Hannah Pederson
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The Western Plains 
Opera company wrapped 
up its production of “Die 
Fledermaus” on Sept. 10. 
Since its inception in 1976, 
this is the fourth time WPO 
has done “Die Fledermaus.”

Written by Johann 
Strauss, “Die Fledermaus” 
is German for “The Bat” 
and is a story about 
love, practical jokes, and 
misunderstandings that 
ultimately have a feel-good 
ending. The WPO also 
partnered with the Rinat 
Mouzafarov Institute of 
Dance for the Act II ballet.

While most people might 
think of opera and ballet as 
activities mainly reserved for 
big cities, such as New York 
City or London, the WPO 
makes opera an accessible 
and affordable event for 
those in Minot and the 
surrounding areas. 

Even though it’s located 
in the heart of North 
Dakota, the talent for the 
operas comes from many 
places. David Cangelosi 
and Karin Paludan have 
performed for companies 
such as the Metropolitan 
Opera Company and New 
York City Opera National 
Company. Although not 
from North Dakota, neither 
Cangelosi nor Paludan are 
strangers to the WPO. As to 
why they keep coming back 
to Minot, they both said it’s 
the people.

“People love music. 
They value culture, and 
the company really values 
bringing together artists 
from all over,” said Paludan. 

Paludan loves the 

community’s appreciation 
for art and culture, calling 
it a “cultural oasis in the 
Northern Plains.” 

When Cangelosi came 
to Minot in early March to 
promote “Die Fledermaus,” 
WPO put together an 
event complete with dinner 
and ended the night with 
Cangelosi serenading the 
guests.

“Everyone showed up 
looking better than any 
crowd I’ve ever seen in 
New York City,” he said. 
“Everybody looked super 
spiffy and they were so ready 
to be entertained.”

The community of 
Minot is unique, where 
the opportunities to watch 
world-renowned opera stars 
are accessible to many. Events 
like this don’t come around 
every weekend, so people here 
are very appreciative when 
they happen.

Cangelosi starred in the 
WPO production of Hansel 
and Gretel in 2020 and said, 
“I started getting emails from 
the adults and kids too, about 
how much they enjoyed the 
show and what fun it was, 
and they had never been there 
before. That was one thing 
that was very, very nice.”

“If you assume going into 
a community, ‘there’s love 
here,’ there’s a love for culture. 
There’s a love for bringing 
people together. And I think 
that’s the beauty of Minot,” 
Paludan observed. 

The love and generosity 
also extend to hospitality.

“How many people are 
going to say ‘Here’s a car for 
two weeks. Take my hot tub, 
take all the food in my fridge.’ 
Any kind of foundation 
where people say, ‘you are 

welcome with open arms,’ 
everybody does their part to 
make sure this is a success,” 
she said.

This generosity is 
reciprocated and is another 
reason Minot State is full 
of opportunities. One 
MSU alumnus and “Die 
Fledermaus” cast member, 
Nathan Bowles, remembers 
meeting Cangelosi in the 
2020 Hansel and Gretel 
production. Bowles credits 
Cangelosi as a significant 
influence in choosing to 
attend Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas for 
graduate school.

“It was on his suggestion 
actually that I went to SMU 
to study with Clif Forbis 
because he has a reputation 
for bringing in baritones who 
are really tenors, and helping 
them realize that,” remarked 
Bowles. “It’s cool to come 
back and sort of work with 
them on the same level.”

Cangelosi remembers 
hearing Bowles in 2020 
and steering him to Clifton 
Forbis. 

“I knew that voice needed 
special handling because I 
know male voices particularly 
well,” he said. “And I sent 
him to the right person. So 
that is part and parcel of 
exactly what we do.”

Art in itself is collaborative. 
By having large-scale 
productions in a small-
scale town in the middle of 
North Dakota, the WPO 
creates opportunities here 
that might not otherwise be 
available to those who live 
here.

“You are joining something 
already in progress, and 

See WPO, page 11
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Profiles: Erin Baker-Giese

Photo by Hussein Abu-Lamzi
A portrait of Erin Baker-Giese.

Hussein Abu-Lamzi
Features Editor
Erin Baker-Giese, 

assistant professor of 
sociology, pursued an 
English degree in her 
freshman year at the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn. 

At Dearborn, Baker 
also took her first 
sociology class. A year 
later, she switched gears 
completely, transferring 
to Wayne State University, 
Detroit, Michigan, and 
she majored in nutrition 
science. But science 
classes were not what she 
wanted. After switching 
back to English, she had 
to take an introductory 
course in sociology, a 
requirement general ed. 

It went great, but the 
course led her to law 
enforcement; she changed 
majors to criminal justice 
— not sociology, not yet. 
Even then, she moved 
universities after a year at 
Wayne State; she needed 
something less...local.  

For her criminal justice 
major at Central Michigan 
University, Baker needed 
to take a class on research 
methods in sociology. She 
failed the first time; and 
she hated sociology for a 
while after that class. 

Nonetheless, she took 
the class again, with a 
different professor who 
met her educational needs 
better than the first one, 
and she passed it. She 

loved it! 
Of her professor for the 

second time taking the 
research methods class, 
Baker said, “He made the 
material relevant to the 
real world. When I talked 
to him, it was more than 
just theory. The material 
was something that 
could actually be used to 
help people, to make the 
world a better place. So 
I changed my major, one 
last time, to sociology 
with a concentration in 
criminal justice.” 

Later, Baker married 
military, which meant a 
lot of moving around. As 
a military spouse, too, she 
forgot about her larger 
professional goals. 

Luckily, though, she 
managed staying in one 
place long enough for 
a master’s degree. Her 
interdisciplinary degree 
in schools, society, and 
violence from Eastern 
Michigan University came 
before an academically 
dormant phase of being 
a stay-at-home mother. 
Although, eventually, 
Baker’s life as a military 
spouse ended in divorce, 
and she jumped back into 
the job market. 

“My yoga studio was 
not doing well,” she said 
of her 2013 self-employed 
venture that followed the 
divorce. “It was a hard 
business to be in. So, I got 
a marketing job in 2014. 
I worked for them for two 
years, but then the firm 

went under. I had bills to 
pay and a son to raise, and 
now I didn’t have a job, 
and I was a single mother 
who was struggling to find 
a job with my degrees. 
I was over-qualified and 
under-experienced at the 
same time.” 

Another venture 
ensued. After an 
encouraging conversation 
with a close friend, Baker 
opened her own business: 
web design and social 
media management. She 
loved the job yet found 
that working creatively 
within the restraints of 
clients was tedious. To 
this day, she tinkers with 
web development in her 
personal time. 

However, across the 
span of these years, all of 
which felt like a blur to 
Baker, she remembered 
something crucial that 
she’d long forgotten. Long 
back, in her college days, 
she aimed for a doctorate. 

“My dad was working 
on his Ph.D. He was 
going to school for as long 
as I can remember. But he 
died before he could get 
it. He just had to defend 
it. He was so close, it was 
all so close,” Baker said. 

When she seriously 
considered going for a 
doctorate, she told herself, 
“Why not?” She did. 

At Wayne State, she 
received the funding she’d 
needed for her doctorate 
research. However, life 
for Baker at the time just 

refused to get easy.
 COVID-19 hit after 

she defended her proposal 
of studying the mental 
health of homeschooling 
mothers. 

“You can’t measure 
mental health during 
a pandemic,” she said. 
“Unless you’re measuring 
it due to the pandemic.” 

She got her degree 
in 2021 — without a 
graduation ceremony. 

Because the academic 

job market opens in the 
fall, Baker had to apply 
for jobs while also writing 
her doctoral thesis. 

After 70 job applications 
and hearing back from 10 
institutions, Baker got 
offers from the University 
of North Dakota and 
Minot State University. 

Smaller classes and a 
homier work environment 
suited her needs best, so 
now she’s here at Minot 
State. 

Her research centers on 
homeschooling mothers. 
With her podcast 
“Making the Familiar 
Strange,” a couple of 
ongoing research projects, 
a continuing love for 
teaching sociology, and a 
mission to make academic 
research accessible to the 
general public, Baker is a 
long way off from ceasing 
her daily contributions to 
society.
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Artemis 1 delay
Jane Wunderlich
Staff Writer

Photo by  Jane Wunderlich
Artemis 1 has faced a number of launch delays.

   NASA has delayed 
the launch of Artemis 1 
due to a hydrogen leak 
for the third time. 
   Artemis is a space 
launch rocket that con-
tains the Orion space-
craft with the uncrewed 
mission to orbit the 
moon. The goal of the 
Artemis program is to 
eventually bring hu-
mans to Mars. 
   Nelson, the admin-
istrator of NASA, said, 
“We don’t launch until 
it’s right.”  
   The initial scrub that 
occurred on Aug. 29 at 
8:34 a.m. was just the 
beginning of the fol-
lowing scrub that took 
place on Sept. 3.   
   At this point, en-
gineers decided to 
replace the seal on an 
interface to fix the leak. 
After a long discussion 
on whether the repair 

could be done at the 
pad, or if they would 
have to move it back to 
the Vehicle Assembly 
Building (VAB), they 
decided to keep Arte-
mis 1 right where it’s at, 
on Launch Pad 39B at 
Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida. 
   Each engine needs 
to be at a consistent, 
cooled down tempera-
ture of about negative 
420 degrees Fahrenheit 
before allowing the 
freezing propellant to 
flow through, which is 
necessary for take-off. 
   Anything that is not 
considered “perfect” in 
the eyes of NASA won’t 
launch.  
   The Artemis program 
has already accumulat-
ed $40 billion towards 
its efforts to get to the 
moon, not considering 
the additional amount 
that will continue to 
add on if launching 

continues to get de-
layed, as well as the 
interface pieces they 
must replace with the 
scrubbing of the first 
launch window oppor-
tunity. 
   NASA released a list 
of launch opportunity 
dates starting in Au-
gust and going through 
December of 2022 this 
past spring. 
   There are four differ-
ent factors that go into 
choosing the correct 
launch window with-
in each month, those 
including the moon’s 
position in the lunar 
cycle, the amount of 
sunlight so that Ori-
on can run on solar 
power, correct times, a 
trajectory that allows 
for a “skip entry,” and 
daylight conditions for 
a splashdown land-
ing upon Artemis 1’s 
return to earth after its 
trip of about 37 days.  

   The success of Arte-
mis 1 will allow Arte-
mis 2 to take the first 
crew back to the moon 
in 2025. 
   The program has the 
first three trips planned 

out already and look 
to continue scheduling 
long after the initial 
three are complete.  
   The next launch 
window for Artemis 1 
began Monday, Sept. 19 

and goes through Oct. 
4. There are 14 op-
portunities for launch 
within that period, ex-
cluding Sept. 29 and 30.
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I say this will be the last 
one,  

But it never is. 

Their brambles grab at 
my clothes,  

My skin, 

Pulling me deeper and 
deeper,  

Inviting me to join the 
entangled cosmos  

Of their green com-
mune.  

When the thorns dig 
deep enough --  

Drawing blood -- 

I let it fall to the earth. 

An oath to all things 
living:  

I will return when my 
harvest draws nigh,  

Lay myself in a hollow, 

And give my body over 
to nature;  

Become food for the 
forest,  

The earth where trees 
speak. 

The Oath ‘House of the Dragon’ review

The sound of us holding 
our breath is deafening 

Walking on eggshells has 
left our feet bleeding out  

This Elephant follows us 
into every room we enter  

I want to one day feel 
butterflies  

let them fly freely  

Right now it’s all moths 
and dust  

settled and safe 

Maybe some cocoons  

those are hidden   

The elephant that fol-
lowed us was now sitting 
on my chest 

I told you months ago 
they were my favorite 
animal  

You solidified that to 
your memory  

My feet had sores in all 
stages of healing  

Turing my new white 
date night stilettos red  

Which is okay because I 
know I will never need 
to wear them  

We are both running out 
of oxygen  

Trying to catch our 
breaths  

Yet it and so much more 
slips through our fingers 
and our lungs  

I look to you to bandage 
my feet with care 

I look to you to be my 
inhaler with calmness 

I look to you to move 
the elephant off my 
chest with honesty  

I looked to you for more 
than friendship  

Now we are the ones 
who need saving  

from elephants, egg-
shells, and lack of air  

Saving from the fate of 
forever being more than 
friends but less than 
lovers. 

The Stages of Saving 
a FriendshipMya Temanson

Student Makenzie Haffner
Student

Paul Godwin
COMM 281

   The “House of the 
Dragon” premiered on 
HBO Max on Aug. 21, 
precisely at 8 p.m.  
   After the trailer’s 
release on July 20, 
millions of “Game of 
Thrones” fans eager-
ly waited for the new 
series thinking it would 
be a continuation of 
“Game of Thrones.” 
   However, to ev-
eryone’s dismay, the 
“House of the Dragon” 
is set 200 years earli-
er.  
   “Game of Thrones,” 
a major HBO Max 
series, left millions of 
people confused when 
they ended the show 
with the death of major 
character Daenerys 
Targaryen. Upon news 
of the new series, thou-
sands of people hoped 
to find out what hap-
pened after Daenerys 
was taken away by her 
dragon, Drogon.  
   When asking stu-
dents of Minot State 
how they feel about the 
“House of the Drag-
on’s” new setting, Praise 
Okunbor said, “judging 
by the trailer, I knew 
‘House of the Dragon’ 
would be a little dif-
ferent from ‘Game of 
Thrones,’ but a setting 
of 200 years ago was 
definitely unexpected.”  

   The new “House of 
the Dragon” is cen-
tered on the Targaryen 
family. 
   The Targaryen family 
hail from Old Valyria. 
They moved to Wes-
teros years back and 
crawled up to become 
the ruling family. One 
major component that 
helped them accom-
plish this was their 
dragons. In “House 
of the Dragon,” the 
Targaryen family has 
10 full-grown adult 
dragons.  
   Episode two showed 
prominent examples 
of how the Targaryen 
family uses their drag-
ons as a show of power. 
In the episode titled 
“The Rogue Prince,” 
Prince Daemon used 
his dragon to intim-
idate the hand of the 
king, and it took Prin-
cess Rhaenyra coming 
with her dragon, Syrax, 
to successfully get the 
stolen egg back from 
Prince Daemon.  
   Aaden Udoko, a 
student of Minot State, 
said, “watching that 
scene gave me chills.”  
   Although “House of 
the Dragon” seems to 
be in a different setting 
and age, there are many 
connections to “Game 
of Thrones.” 
   Similarities exist, 
such as power, wealth, 

tradition, politics, and 
marriages (joining 
Great Houses). Howev-
er, some new concepts, 
such as elections and 
the popular “incest 
marriage,” which was 
well talked about in 
“Game of Thrones,” 
now come into full 
play.  
   Episode one had an 
epic ending with a 
woman being named 
for the first time in the 
series history as heir 
and future queen of the 
realm. 
   Different lords of the 
Great Houses, such as 
High Tower, Baratheon, 
Stark, and many oth-
ers, bowed to Princess 
Rhaenyra and swore to 
serve her as heir and 
future queen. This ep-
isode also ended with 
talks about the proph-
ecy of Aegon about the 
Great Winter destined 
to destroy the world of 
men. A sign that later 
came true in “Game of 
Thrones.”  
   When talking to peo-
ple that have watched 
the show, they are not 
surprised at how the 
series ended. They 
feel that one good 
thing about ‘Game of 
Thrones’ was that each 
episode always has 
a good ending. The 

See Dragon, page 11
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R&G Sports
Editorial

*This editorial may not reflect the 
views of Minot State University.

Time for new Beaver traditions 

New face of MSU softball

After last year’s 28-20 
season, Minot State soft-
ball creates a whole new 
team, starting with the 
coaching staff. 

Head coach Nat Wag-
ner decided to end his 
coaching career on a 
high note after the pro-
gram’s sixth straight win-
ning season. Although 
Wagner only stayed with 
the Beavers for three sea-
sons, this will leave MSU 

Photo via msubeavers.com
MSU welcomes new head softball coach, Bailey Gaspar 
to the Beavers.

Philip Green
Sports Editor

One of the best parts 
of college athletics are 
the traditions athlet-
ic programs across the 
country have. They are 
all unique to each sports 
team and traditions and 
are what separate col-
lege athletics from pro-
fessional. 

Traditions bring com-
munities together. They 
help fans feel a part of 
the team they root for. 

It is now time Minot 
State athletic programs 
to bring in traditions 
to help foster that same 
community feel that so 
many other universities 
across the country have.

 Even teams in our 
own NSIC conference 
have some cool tradi-
tions. At Augustana 
University, after a foot-
ball win at home, the 

entire football team runs 
over to the band and 
sings the school fight 
song with the entire stu-
dent section. From an 
outsider looking in, it is 
a cool thing to experi-
ence. 

Here at Minot State, 
I’m not sure how many 
students know the fight 
song. Our football team 
tries to do something 
similar where after a 
game, the team stands in 
front of the band while 
they play the Alma Ma-
ter. But no one on the 
team knows the lyrics 
and fans awkwardly 
stand there waiting for 
the band to finish be-
cause they don’t quite 
understand what is hap-
pening. 

For the traditions to 
really have an impact, 
the teams and fans must 
be fully committed. If 

that means changing it 
to the fight song at the 
end of games and going 
out of our way to teach 
everyone the lyrics, that’s 
what we must do.

 As a school, we must 
actively seek out and 
pursue the creation and 
implementation of tra-
ditions.  There currently 
aren’t any traditions in 
Minot State Athletics. 
At least there isn’t any 
well know and promot-
ed traditions. I am sure 
each team on campus 
has their own game day 
rituals. Now it is time 
to come together as an 
athletic department and 
build new traditions and 
bring old ones to the 
forefront so they can be 
recognized for years to 
come by fans and players 
alike. 

Alex Koontz
Social Media 

softball with big shoes 
to fill. Wagner coached 
three All-NSIC players 
and had a 60-48 overall 
record. 

Since Wagner’s resig-
nation, Beaver athletics 
has been on the hunt 
for a new leader for the 
MSU softball program. 
This August, Kevin 
Forde, Minot State’s new 
athletic director, official-
ly announced the hiring 
of Bailey Gaspar to take 
the head coaching posi-

tion for the 2023 season. 
Gaspar came to North 

Dakota from an assis-
tant position in Hawaii, 
where she also graduat-
ed and played, earning 
many honors on and off 
the field. 

While playing in Ha-
waii, Gaspar earned a 
total of three PacWest 
All-Conference honors, 
All-Region, and was 
named a two-time All- 
American. With Gas-
par’s obvious talent, she 
is sure to bring some 
good things to the Bea-
vers this season. 

Another addition to 
the MSU softball staff 
is new assistant coach 
Chelsea Holliday. Holli-
day comes to the Beavers 
from Grambling Uni-
versity in Louisiana as a 
graduate assistant for the 
Division I Tigers team. 

Gambling specializes 
in pitching and catching, 
after playing at Shaw 
University in North 
Carolina, where she also 
earned many honors on 
and off the field. While 
Holliday’s DI experience 
brings exactly that to the 
team; she also has expe-
rience playing overseas. 

With the combined 
knowledge these two 
women have, the Minot 
State softball program is 
definitely in good hands. 

As for the players, se-
nior Courtney “Chatty” 
Chatburn  says the team 
is very eager to start the 
season. 
See Softball, page 11
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Minot State football: An offense with untapped potential

Submitted photo by Ralf and Stephanie Steins
Dawson Macleary hands the ball off to All-American running back Ali Mohamad in Minot State’s season opener against Winona State. The 
Beavers fell to the Warriors 24-10. 

Parker Striha
Staff Writer

The Minot State Univer-
sity football team began 
their 2022 season on Sept. 
3. The Beavers hosted the 
Winona State University 
Warriors for the inaugu-
ral game on First Western 
Bank Field at Herb Parker 
Stadium. Kickoff was at 1 
p.m., and the gates opened 
one hour prior to kickoff. 

After a disappointing 
2-9 record in 2021, the 
Beavers look to begin their 
season with a win for the 
first time in nearly two de-
cades. They are also look-
ing to jump up the NSIC 
rankings when it comes to 
points scored per game. 
Last year, the Beavers aver-
aged only 18.5 points per 
game, which was fourth 
worst in the conference. 
After losing starting left 
tackle Sebastian Gutierrez 
to the NFL, and two oth-
er starters to graduation, 
hope seemed to be lost for 
Minot State football.

With almost all their 
offensive starters from last 
season returning for the 
2022 campaign, the Bea-
vers’ offense is poised for a 
breakout year. 

Sophomore quarterback 
Dawson Macleary returns 
with 10 games and a full 
offseason of starter reps 
under his belt. After tak-
ing over in week three last 
season, Dawson threw for 
1,697 yards, eight touch-
downs, and 16 intercep-
tions. In his eight starts last 
season, Dawson averaged 
200.9 passing yards per 
game, which if averaged 
for a full 11-game season, 
would move him to second 
all-time in Beavers’ career 
passing yards. However, I 
wouldn’t be shocked if he 

blows that average out of 
the water this season. 

When it comes to big-
play ability, the Beavers 
may just have their most 
talented running back 
group ever. There’s a po-
tential three-headed mon-
ster that should strike fear 
in every opponent this fall. 

The lead back is Ali Mo-
hamed, a former NCAA 
Division II All-American 
and NSIC Newcomer of 
the Year. Mohamed, who 
is only a junior, is already 
Minot State’s fifth leading 
rusher of all-time with 
1,976 career rushing yards. 

He is backed up by a 
thunder and lightning duo 
out of Arizona. Sopho-
more Evan Lovett averaged 
4.4 yards per carry in his 
limited action last season, 
and at six foot one inch-
es tall and 200 pounds, is 
easily the Beavers’ biggest 
running back. His size and 
speed leave defenders won-
dering if they want to get 

bulldozed or ran past. His 
fellow Arizona running 
mate is redshirt freshman 
Jared Williams. Williams 
has legit breakaway speed 
and is a threat to score 
every time he touches the 
field. 

Even with how impres-
sive the running back 
group is, the wide receiver 
room may have even more 
untapped potential. 

Minot’s own Peyton 
Lamoureux is seen as the 
team’s number one guy. 
He’s coming off his best 
season yet in which he 
hauled in career highs in 
yards (703) and touch-
downs (six). His partner 
in crime is sophomore Na-
than Young. 

Last year against Bemidji 
State, Young hauled in 14 
balls for 190 yards and one 
touchdown. The 14 recep-
tions are the most recep-
tions in a single game for 
a Minot State receiver ever. 

Arguably the strangest 

part of the receiver posi-
tion is graduate student 
Ben Bolinske. After three 
years at quarterback for the 
Beavers, Bolinske has made 
the transition to wide re-
ceiver. With Dawson Ma-
cleary having secured the 
starting quarterback posi-
tion, Bolinske will look to 
make an impact someplace 
else on the team. 

The group is rounded 
out by sophomores Joe-
mah Norman, Sam Wedar, 
and Erik Palmquist who 
have a combined 162 ca-
reer receiving yards. 

Tight end may be the 
biggest question mark for 
the Beavers’ offense. 

With Jaxon Lundeen 
graduating last year, the 
Beavers have a very un-
proven tight end group. Ju-
nior Ben Hardy looks to be 
the Beavers’ starting tight 
end this season. However, 
despite potentially getting 
the starting nod, Hardy 
only has seven career re-

ceptions for 34 yards. The 
only tight end on the ros-
ter with more career recep-
tions and receiving yards 
is junior Carson Heinen 
who has 10 receptions for 
98 yards. The rest of the 
position group is made up 
of three redshirt freshmen 
in Noah Schroeder, Josh 
Pinello, and Damon Dar-
ling and sophomore Jus-
tin Proffitt. None of those 
four men have a reception 
to their name. 

After last season, the 
Beavers have some shuf-
fling to do on the offensive 
line. 

With last year’s start-
ing left tackle Sebastian 
Gutierrez now fighting for 
an NFL roster spot and 
starting center Donovan 
Moore graduated, that left 
two major holes to fill. The 
only two returning start-
ers on the offensive line 
are right tackle Troy Kow-
al and Ian Gilbert who is 
now sliding over to center. 

It is looking like the three 
remaining positions will be 
filled by sophomores who 
all saw limited action in a 
couple games last season. 
Jonathan Velazquez will 
play left tackle, Jake Swir-
ple will play left guard, 
and Sir-Wallace Chanel 
will play right guard. With 
Kowal being the only start-
ing offensive lineman that 
isn’t a redshirt freshman or 
sophomore, he will look to 
be the leader of the unit. 

Scoring a lot of points 
per game is never easy, 
but Minot State has all 
the tools they need to get 
it done. From quarterback 
to the offensive line there 
is an absurd amount of un-
tapped potential just wait-
ing to be unleashed. Don’t 
be shocked if this team 
jumps into the top half of 
NSIC rankings for points 
per game. 
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Minot State introduces First Western Bank Field
If you saw football 

games or any other home 
games over the past two 
weeks, you must have no-
ticed something different 
about our turf. 

Over the summer break, 
the Athletic Department, 

in partnership with First 
Western Bank & Trust, 
helped Minot State Uni-
versity fund our new 
turf project, which cost 
around $2 million. 

The reason for this 
project was that usually 
over a period of 10 years, 
turf starts deteriorating 
and loses its couching, 

which makes it difficult 
for our players to play 
and practice.  

Since we use our turf 
year around it is very 
crucial to replace it every 
10 years. 

Minot State Athletic 
Director Kevin Forde 
said, “It is very import-
ant to have this new field 

because it helps our uni-
versity look good, helps 
our athletic teams, and 
anyone who wants to use 
it can have a great time 
using a new turf. I love 
the design and the layout 
of our new turf, it makes 
us stand out.” 

MSU women’s soccer 
players also commented 

on the turf, saying, “it 
feels like you’re running 
on clouds” and “the turf 
feels very soft.” 

The project began 
at the start of summer 
break and only took two 
months to complete, 
thanks to Mammoths 
Sports Construction who 
took on this project and 

did an amazing job. 
We encourage every-

one who has not yet seen 
the new turf to go have 
a look at it, you’ll be 
amazed by the incredible 
job of the design team, 
construction team, and 
everyone who made it 
possible!

Photo via msubeavers.com
This summer, Minot State partnered with First Western Bank & Trust and installed new turf at Herb Parker Stadium. The new turf will play host to MSU Beaver football and 
soccer this fall. 

Minot State hires new assistant athletic director

This year, Minot State 
University has hired a 
new assistant athletic 
director. Meet Jon La-
koduk! 

He is an alumnus of 
Minot State Universi-
ty, graduating in 2015. 
Lakoduk is from Minot 
and is very excited to be 

back at MSU to work 
in the Athletic Depart-
ment. 

There are many 
things he loves about 
Minot State Universi-
ty, one of them being 
“the constant stream of 
new people coming to 
MSU including inter-
national students, and 
students from different 

backgrounds.” 
While he was at 

MSU, he studied busi-
ness administration 
and now successfully 
runs three businesses 
in Minot, which in-
clude Dads Bar, Sauls 
Bar, and a hot dog 
stand called Fun on a 
Bun. Lakoduk loves 
to cook; he learned 

how to cook by watch-
ing his great-grand-
mother and helping his 
grandparents in their 
store. He is also a very 
friendly and outgo-
ing person and loves 
to meet new people. 
A fun fact about La-
koduk; he is an expert 
in beer and North Da-
kota’s first certified ci-

cerone, which simply 
means he knows a lot 
about beers and their 
tastes. 

His hard work and 
dedication will be 
greatly appreciated by 
everyone at MSU! 

When asked about a 
word to describe him 
he said, “if you had to 
sum me up in one word 

it’d be adventure,” 
and that’s what pretty 
much everything La-
koduk does is — an 
adventure.

Saif Khan
Staff Writer

Saif Khan
Staff Writer
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you’re sharing. What 
can we make together? 
It’s ours now,” remarked 
Paludan. 

Cangelosi agreed, 
adding, “A rising tide 
raises all ships. If 
everybody looks good, 
we all look even better.”

The Western Plains 
Opera usually puts on 
a production in the fall. 
For questions or more 
information on how 
to be involved in their 
next production, visit 
wpopera.org.

Almost three years ago, 
the world was shaken by 
a pandemic that would 
cause more than one 
million deaths, trillions 
of dollars in economic 
loss, schools shutting 
down, and the loss of 
many people’s fortunes.  

It was a miserable 
three years that everyone 
wanted over — we all 
wanted our everyday 
lives back, but it seemed 
like it would never 
end. Most of us lost 
our crucial college time 
and an opportunity to 
get a particular job or 
play competitive sports, 
and the list continues. 
Traveling became one 

of the hardest things to 
do during the height of 
the pandemic, and we 
became more divided as 
human beings. 

Now with mask 
mandates being removed 
and restaurants, malls, 
and schools reopening 
to the public without 
a need for a mask, the 
question arises, are we 
back to normal again?  

Many people around 
the world would say yes! 

And it might be true. 
Things are looking 
promising now, 
especially related to 
school and colleges. 

In-person learning 
has resumed, which has 
brought back all of us 
together, and it feels 
normal to be able to go 

to school without fear 
of contracting the virus 
or being masked around 
our friends and family. 
It feels normal to go eat 
out with friends and 
family at restaurants. 

As a society, we 
appreciate the little 
things we take for 
granted, like going 
to school, seeing our 
friends, and traveling. 
It does feel like we 
are headed back to 
normalness, and we 
can leave the pandemic 
behind for good.  

After COVID-19: Normal life 

...WPO
continued from page 4

downs for the faculty, 
staff, and students, they 
are very grateful for 
what is to come in the 
new building once the 
renovation is complete. 
A few big things to look 
forward to in the new 
facility will be enhanced 
technology, a fixed 
major ventilation issue, 
relieved congestion, and 
improved furnishings 
and entrances. 

“It is only for a little 
time,” said Roberts. 
“And in the long run of  
things, it’s just a small 
piece of  the big picture.”

...Hartnett
continued from page 3

endings are suspense-
ful and make viewers 
want to watch the next 
episode right away. It 
seems the creators of 
‘House of the Dragons’ 
might be trying to ac-
complish the same but 
in a grander style. 
   People are excited 
about future episodes. 
Others are glad to see 
the grand old houses 
(Starks, Lannister, and 
many more) again 
but wish to know how 
these new houses, such 
as House Velaryon and 
House Cole, play out in 
the series. 
   Though most people 
feel indifferent towards 
the release process of 
“House of the Dragon,” 
a large majority of peo-
ple still find the series 
interesting and are ex-
cited to know how this 
series will play out.  
   “I understand most 
series today come out 
one episode every 
week, but I wished 
this series just would 
come out at once,” said 
Okunbor. “Neverthe-
less, episodes one and 
two are interesting, and 
I look forward to what 
other episodes entail.”

...Dragon
continued from page 7

“Everyone is really ex-
cited for this upcoming 
season. The team has 
great energy and cohe-
siveness that we think 
will take us far this 
year,” she said. “The new 
coaches have been great 
to work with. They bring 
a new perspective and 
drive to the team, and 
we are excited to play 
for them, and see where 
they can take us”. 

With preseason prac-
tices underway, the 
MSU softball team is 
looking good to go for 
spring ball. Be sure to go 
support! And as always, 
Roll Beavs. 

...Softball
continued from page 8

Saif Khan
Staff Writer
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