
MSU 
Academic Affairs Council  

May 14, 2008 
Report 

 

Present: Gary Rabe, JoAnn Linrud, Linda Cresap, Tania Balas, Dale Gehring, Teresa 
Loftesness, John Girard, Libby Claerbout, Kris Warmoth, Conrad Davidson, Neil 
Nordquist, Sheila Collins 

 

Old Business 

April Report was approved with minor changes. 

Gary Rabe reported that the Stage I proposals for Athletic Training, Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, and Energy Economics and Finance have been approved by the NDUS AAC. 
They will now proceed to Chancellors Cabinet. 

 

New Business 

 
Vision 2013 action plans: These plans are due to the VPAA by 5/19/08 and due to the 
President’s Office by 5/20/08. 

 
MOU between Ivy Bridge College of Tiffin University & MSU: John Girard shared 
details and asked if MSU would be interested in considering an MOU. 
Dr. Rabe asked John to explore the program further looking at the quality, types of 
students, the programs they offer, and what we can offer them.  Anyone with further 
questions should email John and he will research and report back in June. 

 
Student Application Numbers:  The Enrollment Services office is tracking the number of 
applications received and the number of those registered. The office is working hard to 
increase the number of applicants who actually register as well as developing a campaign 
that will focus on transfer students during the months of June and July.  Two year 
colleges are providing MSU with lists of their graduates. Summer applications are on 
track with the last two years. 

 
Retention Initiative Update:  John reported he is working on some things and will have 
more to report in June. 

 
Intellectual Property policy: Linda is  trying to formulate a policy workable for our 
campus.  Please review the document and email Linda comments by the end of May. The 
policy will be brought back to this group before moving on to President’s Staff. 

 
Student notification of Deans List:  The requirements and how to go about notifying the 
students was discussed. Penny will review the approval date and get it to Tania and 
provide a digital copy of the certificate to the deans.  

 



Teach Grant: Dale Gehring provided a handout detailing specifics of this grant.  This 
grant will affect the Great Plains Exceptional Scholarship award. 
This is a good marketing tool for recruiters to use.  

 
Collaborative Courses : There are 141 MSU courses being taken by students from other 
institutions and 107 MSU students taking courses from other institutions. 

 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP):  
-69 students with All W’s 
- 66 with F’s,  
-11 F’s and Incompletes  
-7 all Incompletes 
(these are from various grade levels) 

 
Higher Education act:  Dale Gehring reported there will be more reporting requirements 
for schools.  Effective July 1, the HR 5715 is increasing the loan limit for subsidized 
loans and it looks like the GI bill for full tuition plus stipends will go through. 
 
Area Reports 
 
CAS 
-Anticipating changes due to budget reductions 
-Summer Theater work 
-Art show at the Taube Museum –demonstrated art to 1500 elementary kids 
 
International Programs 
-China study tour left on 5/11/08.  They are 1,000 miles away from the earthquake.  None 
of our student families were affected 
-Visa documents sent for potential applicants 
-Moving forward with ESL contractor. Target date is 1/1/09 (The Language Company) 
-Ronnie is currently on the Washington two year recruit trip 
 
Enrollment Services 
-Two recruiters are visiting Washington State two year colleges and the first application 
was received today!!  
 
Library: 
-Information Commons committee is working to determine space utilization 
 
Marketing 
-Attended a Denver Marketing conference  
-The company, YOUniversity, is planning a visit on June 24th & 25th to discuss creating 
a five to six minute video of our campus free of charge 
-Photo shoot for the view book will take place on 5/15 & 5/16 
-Campus virtual tour being updated 
-3rd annual golf tour begins this summer 



Financial Aid 
-Freshman awards gave been sent 
-Looking at repackaging due to new legislation 
 
Institutional Research 
-Working on a common data set initiative. When complete it will be posted on the 
website for everyone to have access.   This will aid in completing surveys 
-Great Plains Peer institution data sets are being created 
 
Registrar’s Office 
-Advertising of the revised graduation application deadlines will begin    
-Degrees are being posted 
-Academic Progress:   92 warnings, 72 probations, 23 suspension letters, 7 continued 
suspensions 
-This spring was the best grade submission so far.  If faculty are leaving remind them to 
print their grades rosters as a back up in case they are needed 
-Met with other MSU staff to develop training plans for the 9.0 upgrade 
-Thanks to everyone for their help with commencement 
 
CEL 
-Blackboard summer institute being offered this summer for new faculty who have taught 
one year or less 
-College for Kids is filling up 
-Bismarck reception is 5/15/08 
 
Graduate School 
-Title III grant is due 5/22 
-Western ND consortium to provide symposiums  
-Policy work 
-COE work continues 
 
VPAA 
Gary thanked the group for their hard work this year as well as for the support & patience 
during the recent budget reduction process.  Continued support will be needed as we look 
at prioritizing academic programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(see agenda below) 



MSU 
Academic Affairs Council  

May 28, 2008 
Agenda 

 

Old Business 

1. Review/approval of March Report 

2. Tribal College Initiatives 

 

New Business 

1:00-2:30 pm-AAC 
 

1. Vision 2013 action plans (Gary) 
 
2. MOU between Ivy Bridge College of Tiffin University & MSU (John)  
 
3. Student Application Numbers (John) 
 
4. Retention Initiative Update (John) 
 
5. Intellectual Property policy (Linda) 
 
6. Student notification of Deans List (Neil) 
 
7. Teach Grant-(Dale) 
 
8. Collaborative Courses (Dale) 
 
9. SAP (Dale) 
 
10. Update legislation (Dale) 

 
 

2:30-3:00 pm - College Deans only  

1. Summer Contracts (Gary) 

2. Board policy on fingerprinting (Neil) 

 
 
 
 
 


